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Illnjl rated  under  the  character  p/Penmtens. 

P 

X  ENI  TENS  was  a  buf/  notable  tradefman, 
and  very  profperous  in  his  dealings,  but  died  in 
thcjSth  year  of  his  age. 

A  little  before  his  death,  when  the  dodlors had 
given  him  over,  fome  of  his  neighbours  came 
to  fee  him  ;  at  which  time  he  fpoke  thus  unto 
them,  I  fee,  fays  he,  my  friends,  the  tender 
concern  you  have  for  me,  by  the  grief  that  ap¬ 
pears  in  your  countenances,  and  I  know  the 
thoughts  that  v'ou  have  no W' about  me.  You 
think  how  melancholy  a  cafe  it  is,  to  fee  fo 
young  a  man,  and  in  fuch  fiourifhing  bufinelt, 
delivered  unto  death.  And  perhaps  had  I  vi_ 
lited  any  of  y'ou  in  my  condition,  I  Ihould 
have  had  the  fame  thoughts  of  you.  But  now 
my  friends,  my  thoughts  arc  no  more  like  your 
V'^ol.  I.  F  2 


thoughts,  than  my  condition  is  like  yours.  It 
is  no  trouble  to  me  now  to  think,  that  i  am  to 
die  voting,  or  before  I  have  railed  an  cHatc. 

Thefe  things  are  now  funk  into  fuch  mci  e  no- 
ihings,  that  1  have  no  name  little  cnotigh  to 
call  them  by.  For  if  in  a  few  days,  or  hours,  I 
am  to  leave  this  carcafe  to  be  buried  in  the 
earth,  and  to  had  niyfclf  either  forever  happy 
in  the  favour  of  God,  or  eternally  feparated 
Irom  him,  can  any  words  fufhcicntly  exprd’s 
the  littienefs  of  every  thing  elfe  ? 

Is  there  any  dream  like  the  dream  of  life,  in 
which  we  are  bulled  with  vain  and  empty 
Iiillh  we  arc  nctilcvlUnti  and  difregard- 


t  lungs 

i.ng  that  which  is  ftiblhantial  and  valuable. 
Is  there  any  folly  like  the  folly  of  moft  men 
and  women,  who  think  ihcmfelvcs  too  wile, 
andarc  too  bufy  to  heal  ken  to  the  voice  of  Jefus 
Ciirill  calling  in  the  heart,  which,  if  duly  at¬ 
tended  to,  would  raife  in  them  thefe  ferious  re- 
rteciions  ;  bur,  for  want  of  attending  to  this 
rlivinc  inflruclior,  that  enemy  of  mankind,  the 
devil,  isfuffered  to  fill  our  minds  with  unrea- 
fonable  alfcdtions  and  foolifli  opinions;  fo  that 
wlicn  we  conlidcr  death  as  a  inifery,  we  think 
of  it  as  a  miferable  reparation  from  the  enj*y- 
rnents  of  this  life.  We  Icldom  mourn  over  an 
old  man  that  dies  rich,  but  we  lament  the  young 
that  arc  taken  away  in  the  progrefs  of  their 
fortune.  Y  ou,  yourfcives  look  upon  me  witk 
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pit/,  not  that  I  am  goincr  unprepared  to  meet 
the  judge  of  the  quick  and  the  dead,  but  that  I 
am  to  leave  a  prorperous  trade  in  the  flower  of 
my  life,  d  his  is  the  wifdom  of  our  manly 
thoughts,  and  yet  what  folly  ot  the  filliefl:  chil¬ 
dren  is.fo-grcat  as  this  ? 

I^or  \That  is  there  rniicrable  or  dreadful  in 
death,  but  the  confcqucnccs  of  it  ?  When  a 
man  isalcad,  what  does  any  thing  (ignify  to  hlrj), 
but  the  ftate  he  is  then  in  ?* 

Our  poor  friend  Lcpidus  died,  you  know,  as 
he  was  drefiing  himfclf  fora  fcafl:,  do  you  think 
it  is  now  part  of  his  trouble,  that  he  did  not 
live  till  that  entertainment  was  over  ?  Fcafls, 
and  bufinefs,  and  plearurcs,  and  enjoyments  ; 
feem  great'  things  to  us,  whilf!:  we  think  of 
nothing  clfe  :  but  as  fcon  as  we  add  iJeath  to 
them,  they  all  fink  into  an  equal  littlcnefs  ; 
and  the  foul,  that  is  Icparaccd  from  the  body, 
no  more  laments  the  lofs  of  bufinefs,  than  the 
lofs  of  a  feall. 

If  I  were  now  going  into  the  joys  of  God, 
could  there  be  any  reafon  to  grieve,  that  this 
happened  to*  me  before  I  was  forty  years  of 
age  ?  Could  it  be  a  fad  thing  to  go  to  heaven 
before  I  had  made  a  few  more  bar^jrains,  or 
ftood  a  little  longer  behind  the  counter  ?  And 
it  1  am  to  bedoomed  to  dwell  among  lort  Ipirits, 
Hull  I  have  any  caufe  to  lament  that  this  hap¬ 
pened  before  1  v.as  old  in  this  world  and  lull 
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or  rjchcs  :  Jr  ariycis  Mere  to  receive  nry 

loiil,  could  it  be  any  grief  to  me,  though  { 
were  dying  o:i  a  poor  bed  in  a  garret  ?  And 
if  God  has  deli vered  roc  up  to  evil  (pirits  would 
it  be  any  comfort  to  me  if  I  were  dying  upon 
abed  of  (late  ?  When  you  are  as  near  death  as 
I  am,  you  will  know,  that  all  the  different  flates 
of  life,  whether  of  youth  or  age,  ricltcs,  or 
poverty,  greatnefs,  or  meannefs,  lignify  no 
more  to  you,  than  whether  you  die  in  a  poor  or 
ffately  apartment. 

The  greatnefs  of  thofe  things  that  follow 
death,  makes  all  that  goes  before  it,  link  into 
nothing.  Now  judgn"icnt  is  come  lb  i:car  me, 
and  cverlafting  happinefs  or  mifery  is  the  next 
thing  I  look  for,  all  the  enjoyments  and  prof- 
perities  of  life  Iccm  as  vain  and  infignificant, 
and  have  no  more  to  do  with  my  happinefs,  than 
the  clothes  I  w  ore  before  I  could  Ipcak.  . 

But  my  friends,  O  how  am  I  I'urprized,  that 
for  want  of  yielding  obedience  to  that  light  that 
has  been  afforded  me,  darknefs  has  blinded  my 
eyes  !  for  what  is  tlicie  in  the  terrors  of  death, 
in  the  vanities  of  life,  or  the  ncceffitics  of  piety, 
but  what  I  might  have  as  calily  lecn  in  any  part 
of  my  life  ?  What  a  ftrange  thing  that  the  bu- 
finefs  of  a  fnop,  a  little  health,  or  even  youth, 
Ihould  drown  our  fenfes,  and  keep  us  ignorant 
of  thefe  great  things  that  are  coming  fo  faff 
upon  us  ! 
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Jurt  as  you  came  into  rny  chamber^  I  was 
thinking  what  numbcis  of  fouls  there  are  now 
in  the  world  in  my  condition,  at  this  very  time 
furprized  with  a  fummons  to  the  other  w'orld  ! 
fome  taken  from  their  Ihops,  and  farms,'  others 
from  their  fports  and  pleafures,  thefe  at  fuits  at 
law,  thofe  at  gaming  tables,  and  all  feized  at  an 
hour  when  they  thought  nothing  of  it;  frighted 
at  the  approach  of  death,  confounded  at  the 
vanities  of  all  their  labours,  dcfigns  and  projects, 
artonifhed  at  the  folly  of  their  pad  lives,  and  not 
knowing  which  way  to  turn  their  thoughts  to 
find  any  comfort  ;  their  ronfcicnces  flying  in 
their  faces,  bringing  all  their  fins  to  their  re¬ 
membrance,  tormenting  them  with  the  fight  of 
the  angry  Judge,  the  worm  that  never  dies,  the 
fire  that  is  never  quenched,  the  gates  of  hell,  the 
powers  ofdarknefs,  and  the  bitter  pains  of  eter¬ 
nal  death. 

Oh  my  friends  !  blefs  God  that  you  arc  not 
of  this  number,  that  you  have  time  and  firength 
to  employ  yourfelves  in  fuch  works  of  piety,  as 
may  bring  yon  peace  at  lad.  And  take  this 
along  with  you,  that  there  is  nothing  but  a  life 
of  great  piety,  or  a  death  of  great  dupidity,  that 
can  keep  od’  thofe  apprehenfions. 

Had  I  now  a  thouland  worlds,  I  would  give 
them  all  for  one  year  more,  O  how  1  would  im¬ 
prove  it,  to  fccurc  that  peace  1  fear  now  that  1 
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have  eternally  loll !  O  curfed  blindnefs  !  O 
curfed  rtupidity  !  that  I  have  lived  in  lo  long. 
My  conlciencc  cormentj  me,  my  apprehenfions 
affright  me,  all  is  lolt  to  m.c.  You,  perhaps, 
when  you  confider  that  I  have  lived  free  from 
frandal  and  debauchery,  and  in  the  communion 
of  the  church,  wonder  to  fee  me  fo  full  of  rc- 
inorfc  and  felf  condemnation  at  the  approach  of 
death.  But  alas  !  what  a  poor  thing  it  is  to 
have  lived  only  free  from  open  fcandal,  and 
immorality  !  which  is  all  that  I  can  boafl. 

You  know  that  1  have  never  been  reckoned  a 
lot,  but  you  arc  at  the  fame,  time  witnellcs,  and 
have  been  companions  with  me,  in  intempe¬ 
rance,  fcnfualty,  and  great  indulgence.  And 
if  I  am  now  going  to  judgment,  where  nothing 
will  be  rewarded  but  good  works,  I  may  well 
be  concerned  ;  and  altho’  I  am  no  fot,  yet  I 
have  no  chriftian  fobriety  to  plead  for  me. 

It  is  true,  I  have  lived  in  the  communion  of 
the  church,  and  generally  frequented  it  on  Sun¬ 
days,  when  I  was  neither  too  idle,  or  not  other- 
wife  difpofed  of  by  my  bufinefs  and  pleafures  : 
but  then  my  conformity  to  public  worfliip,  has 
been  rather  a  thing  of  courfe,  than  any  real  in¬ 
tention  of  doing  that,  which  the  fcrvices  of  the 
church  fuppofes  ;  had  it  not  been  fo,  I  lliould 
have  been  oftencr  at  church,  more  devoted  when 
there,  and  more  fearful  of  ncglccfing  it.  But 
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the  thing  that  now  furprizes  me  above  all  won¬ 
der,  is  this,  that  I  never  had  fo  much  as  right 
notions  of  living  up  tc  the  piety  of  the  gofpcl. 
This  never  fo  much  as  entered  into  my  heart. 
How  eafy  a  thing  w  ould  lalvarion  be,  if  it  could 
fall  into  my  carelcfs  hands,  who  have  never 
thought  fo  much  about  it  as  about  any  one  com¬ 
mon  bargain  that  1  have  made  !  In  the  bufinefs 
of  this  life  I  have  ufed  prudence  and  rcflcdlion, 
I  have  been  glad  to  converfe  with  men  of  expe¬ 
rience  and  judgment,  to  find  out  thereafons  why 
fomc  fail,  and  others  fuccccd  in  any  bufinefs.  I 
have  taken  no  ftep  in  trade  but  with  great  care 
and  caution,  confidcring  every  advantage  and 
danger  that  attended  it.  I  have  always  had  my 
eye  on  the  main  end  of  bufinefs,  and  have  Audi- 
cd  all  the  ways  and  means  of  being  a  gainer  in  all 
I  undertook.  But  what  is  the  rcafon  that  I  have 

I 

brought  none  of  thefe  tempers  to  religion  ? 
What  is  the  reafon  that  I  who  have  t.-'ked  fo 
often  of  the  ncccffity  of  rules  and  methods,  and 
diligence  in  worldly  bufinefs,  have  all  this  whil^ 
never  once  thought  of  any  rules,  or  methods 
to  carry  me  on  in  a  life  of  piety  ?  Do  you  think 
any  thing  can  confound  and  afionifli  a  dying 
man  like  this  ?  What  pain  do  you  think  a  man 
mufl  feel,  when  his  confcicnce  lays  all  this  folly 
to  his  charge  ?  How  mufi  he  feci  when  he  re¬ 
flects  how  regular  he  has  lived,  as  it  refpedts  his 
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temporal  intereft,  and  how  thoughtlcfs  he  has 
lived  as  it  refpcvfts  his  eternal  I'alvation. 

Had  I  only  my  frailties,  and  imporfeilions  to 
lament  at  this  time,  I  Ihould  be  here  humbly 
trufting  in  the  mercies  of  God.  But  alas  !  how 
can  I  call  the  follies  of  my  pad:  life  Irailty  or  im¬ 
perfections,  when  it  was  as  much  in  my  power  to 
be  as  cxacl,  careful,  and  diligent,  in  a  courle  of 
piety,  as  in  the  bufincls  of  my  trade  ?  I  could 
have  called  in  as  many  helps,  pracfli'cd  as  many 
rules,  and  been  taught  as  many  methods  of 
holy  living,  as  of  thriving  in  my  lliop,  had  I 
fought  and  dcfired  it.  Oh!  my  friends,  a  care- 
lefs  life  unconcerned  and  inattentive  to  the 
duties  of  religion,  is  fo  without  all  c.xcufe,  fo  un¬ 
worthy  of  the  mercy  of  God,  fuch  a  fhame  to 
the  fenfe  and  rcafon  of  our  minds,  that  I  can 
hardly  conceive  a  greater  punilhment,  than  for 
a  man  to  be  thrown  into  the  date  I  am  now  in 
to  reflect  upon  it. 

Penitens  was  here  going  on,  but  fuddenly  had 
his  mouth  dopped  by  a  convulfion,  which  never 
fuffered  him  to  fpeak  more.  He  lay  convulfcd 
about  t waive  hours,  and  then  gave  up  the  ghod. 

Reader,  imagine  that  this  Penitens  were  your 
friend,  that  you  faw  and  heard  all  that  is  here 
deferibed,  that  you  flood  by  his  bed  fide  behold¬ 
ing  him  in  all  the  agonies  of  a  convulfed  body, 
and  a  tortured  mind,  helplefs  and  hopelefs  ;  wh.^ 
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imprcffions  would  the  awful  fight  make  upon 
you,  confider  how  often  you  mighc  nave  been 
furprized  in  the  fame  way,  in  the  fame  unprepar¬ 
ed  fiatc,  and  thus  made  an  example  to  the  reft 
of  the  world,  and  let  thefe  thoughts  ftimulate 
vou  timely  to  prepare  to  meet  God. 

This  however  being  fo  ufeful  a  meditation,  I 
fiiall  here  leave  you,  I  hope  feriouily  engaged  in^ 
it. 


MEMOIRS  CF  THE  LIFE  OF  THE 
REV.  WILLIAM  EURKIT,  M,  A. 

(Coacludcd  frem  page  199.) 

'‘IT 

PON  a  New-  /car’s  day,  relying  on  God’s 
gracious  afliftance,  I  refolved  to  go  through  the 
work  of  the  year  cheerfully,  humbly  begging  of 
God  to  raife  me  above  all  diificulties,  to  fortify 
ineagainftall  difcouragcme.nts,  and  to  give  me 
wifdom  to  walk  -  difcrectly  before  my  obfer- 
vers. 

“  July,  fuppefed  1694.  Meditating  upon 
the  ftate  and  condition  of  the  town  under  the 
vifitation  of  the  fmall  pox,  I  earneftly  defired 
of  the  Lord  to  direft  me  to  fuitablc  lubjedls, 
while  under  that  difpeniation  ;  and,  according¬ 
ly,  during  that  time  I  preached  upon  thefe  texts 
at  the  lefture,  Pf.  Ivi.  3.  At  what  time  I  am 
afraid,  I  will  truft  in  thee.  Amos  iii.  6.  Shall  x 

Vo!.  I.  Or 
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trumpet  be  blown  in  the  city,  ‘'tf.d  the  people 
not  afraid  ?  Micah  vi.  9.  Hear  ye  the  rod. 
txod.  XV.  26.  I  am  the  Lord  that  hcalcth  thee. 
John  V.  14.  ILhold,  thou  art  made  whole,  lin 
no  more. 

"  Aiujuii  a,  ruppn'cd  1694.  I  began  to  cate- 
chife  at  rhurcli,  the  fmall-pox  preventing  my 
lioing  it  fooncr.  1  preached  upon  (Jen.  xviii. 
ju.  Abraham  will  command  his  children  and 
•his  hcu.tchold  after  him.  Whence  I  prcficd  the 
general  duty  of  family  governors,  and  after¬ 
wards  the  particular  duties  of  reading  the  ferip- 
tures,  and  family  prayer,  concluding  from  John 
xiii.  17.  If  ye  know  thefe  things,  h.a{>py  are  ye 
if  VC  do  them. 

4 

“January  i,  1695.  I  rofc  early  this  morn¬ 
ing,  anJ  rcHedcd  with  joy  and  forrow  on  the 
year  part"  ;  with  lorrow  for  my  mifearriages, 
with  joy  for  the  geodnefs  1  have  received  from 
God,  and  fomc  llrvicc  done  for  him. 

i 

"  Chriflmas  1696,  bcingafcvcrc  time  for  the 
poor,  through  the  feverity  of  the  weather,  and 
want  of  work,  by  reafon  of  the  great  fcarcity  of 
nioncy,  I  exhorted  my  people  to  turn  the  fcaft- 
ing  of  the  rich  into  feeding  the  poor,  airuring 
them,  that  lefs  at  the  table,  and  more  at  the 
door,  would  be  better  accepted  ;.and  according¬ 
ly  fcafting  was  univcrfally  laid  alide,  and  the 
poor  plentifully  relieved. 
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At  this  time  I  met  v/ith  a  very  unjud  and 

imcxpefted  accufafion  from  - - >  whom  I 

had  faithfullv^  ferved,  anii  roiight  to  oblige.  The 
conreioufnefs  of  my  own  innocence  fupported 
V  me,  and  I  hope  God  will  do  me  good  by  all. 
Some  perfons  had  nevv.r  had  a  particnlar  fbare 
in  my  prayers  but  for  the  injuries  they  have 
done  me. 

God  honoured  me  fometimes  in  fulFering 

his  own  enemies  to  declare  themfelves  mine  ; 
however,  he  often  convinced,  and  always  re- 
fl-rained  them,  that  they  could  not  confidcrahiy 
hurt  me.  BlcfTcd  be  my  defence,  and  the  God 
of  my  mercy  , 

After  having  given  thefc  fpccimcns  ot  Mr. 
Eurkitt’s  diary,  which  lliew  of  what  a  devout, 
humble,  benevolent,  forgiving  fpirit  this  excel¬ 
lent  miniller  was  pofl'cfled,  we  nuill  conclude 
witlf  tranferibing  his  holv  rcTolvcs,  which  we 
w’ifli  all  who  call  themfei ves  chriftians,  and  cT- 
pecially  chriflia'n  minifiers,  w^ould  adopt  as 
their  own. 

I  refol  vC  tliat  fecr^w  prayer  by  myfelf  alone 
fhall  be  performed  every  morning  before  any 
other  work  he  undertaken,  and  that  family 
prayer  fliall  be  performed  conftantly  and  feafon- 
ably  at  moil  convenient  times. 

I  rcfolvc  to  (peak  evil  of  no  man  ;  but  if 
any  be  angry  and  infolent,  toanfvver  them  with 
mcckncfs  and  gcntlenels. 
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**  I  rcfolvc,  if  I  go  into  corT.psny,  not  t* 
fpcak  much,  and  to  endeavour  to  divert  vain 

difcoui  fe,  to  a  favory  fubjccl. 

“I  rclblvr  to  be  charitable  according  to  iny 
ability,  and  to  watch  for  opportunities  to  do 
good . 

"  I  rcfolvc  to  be  cautious  of  promifing,  and 
when  I  have  premifed,  to  keep  ftridtly  to  my 
word. 

“  I  rcfolvc  to  have  innocent  mirth  mixt  with 
good  difeourfe  at  my  table. 

"  I  refolve  to  fpend  feme  time  every  day  in 
the  week  in  fruitful  meditations  walking  in  my 
garden. 

[The  fubjetfis  propofed  were,  the  joys  ef  hea¬ 
ven,  the  lafl  judgment  ,  death,  the  torments 
of  hell,  the  various  mercies  of  God,  and  *lie 
palTion  of  our  Lord.] 

"  I  refolve  every  day  to  enterrain  humble 
thoughts  of  myfelf. 

“  I  refolve  to  put  a  charitable  conflrueflion 
upon 'the  adtions  of  others. 

“  I  rcfolvc  to  call  mvlelf  to  an  account  every 

*  j 

night,  how  I  have  fpent  ^hc  day.*' 

We  have  feen  fonicching  ct'  the  excellent 
fpirit  which  dwelt  in  this  good  man,  from  hie 
diary.  It  may  well  be  cxpecfteci,  when  there 
was  To  much  intcinal  piety,  that  its  luftre  in 
t‘‘ic  eyes  of  the  voild  would  be  in  a  like  propor¬ 
tion  ;  and  io  indeed  it  was.  Mr.  liurkitt 
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preached  much,  fparcd  not  himfclf  at  home 
or  abroad,  and  delighted  in  his  Maflcr’s  v/ork. 
In  his  preaching  he  was  clear  and  cafy  to  be  un- 
derftood,  calculating  his  difeourfe  to  profit  his 
hearers,  and  render  them  ferious  anti  holy.  I3e- 
fidcs  his  heavenly  matter,  and  acceptable  words, 
there  was  fomcihing  of  a  charm  in  his  voice  ; 
and  it  plcafed  God  to  crown  his  public  la¬ 
bours  with  great  fuccefs  upon  many  of  his  hear¬ 
ers.  He  wanted  not  feals  of  his  divine  mif- 
fion. 

He  ufed  the  allowed  liberty  of  prayer  in  his 
own  words,  and.herein  had  divine  matter,  and 
folemn,  moving  exprefllons,  alTilHHg  the  affec¬ 
tions  of  luch  who  joined  in  prayer  with  him. 

He  auminiflered  the  Lord’s-Supper  with 
much  folemnity,  and  his  fermon  and  prayer  be¬ 
fore  it  were  adapted  to  infuire  deep  devotion  in 
the  communicants. 

He  found  tirnc  to  vifit  the  fick,  and  others,  in 
their  houfes,  to  inftrucfl,  admonifh,  exhort  and 
comfort  them,  as  their  cafes  required. 

In  his  vilits  to  the  poor,  he  not  only  minif- 
tered  to  their  fouls,  but  enquired  into  their  bo¬ 
dily-wants,  and  procured  for  them  the  lupplics 
they  needed. 

Among  his  intimate  acquaintance  he  was 
cheerful,  but  yet  always  inclined  to  quit  the 
innocent  pleafantry,  and  turn  the  difeourfe  into 
a  ferious  channel. 
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In  his  common  convcrfation  lie  conduiilcd 
hirafclf  with  lobriety,  jiiftice,  humility,  and 
affability.  No  fpots  were  to  be  found  in  his 
feaffs,  nounworthy  behaviour  ftained  his  holy 
charatffer.  Wherever  he  appeared,  there  appear¬ 
ed  thcchriftian  and  the  miniffer. 

Some  treated  him  unkindly,  but  he  forcborc 
fpcaking  either  bitterly  or  conteniptibly  of  his 
enemies  ;  and  it  ih.cy  needed  his  fervice,  he 
was  ready  to  aflbrd  them  it,  heaping  coals  of 
fire  upon  their  heads. 

Knowing  the  mifehief  of  animofities,  he  ufed 
his  peiTuafions,  his  inrcrcil,  ^nd  his  friends,  to 
reduce  his  jarring  neighbours  to  peace,  and  ieti 
nothing  inf  b  power  undone  to  alfccl  a  recon¬ 
ciliation. 

In  reference  to  young  perfons,  bcfides  his 
publicly  catechifing  of  them,  which  he  conduct¬ 
ed  in  a  very  agreeable  manner,  he  was  very  fre- 
<]i]ent,  folemn,  and  importunate  in  his  peti¬ 
tions  to  God  for  them.  They  were  much  upon 
his  thoughts,  and  his  defire  for  them  was,  that 
they  might  remember  their  Creator  in  the  days 
ot  their  youth. 

His  family-religion  was  fuch  as  became  the 
gor])cI.  Ilishoufe  was  a  hoiife  of  morning 
and  evening  prayers,  and  the  reading  of  the 
Scriptures  was  daily  obfer^  ed  in  it,  and  that 
many  times  attended  wuth  expolicion.  Bcfides 
family-prayer  twice  in  the  day,  he  prayed  with 
the  molt  intimate  compaoiofi  of  his  cares,  joys 
and  for  row  s. 
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He  was  a  Uriel  oblerver  of  the  Lord’s- Day, 
and  did  not  think  the  duties  ot  the  day  were 
over  when  the  public  worfliip  of  God  was  at 
an  end  ;  but  he  fpent  the  evening  with  his 
family,  in  hearing  them  read  the  Scriptures,  in 
examining  them  concerning  the  fcrnions  tliey 
had  hcajd,  in  catcchifing  them,  in  praifing 
God,  and  in  praying  with  them  and  lor 
them. 

He  was  a  great  redeemer  of  time,  \ariefyof 
buhnefs  and  improvement  were  his  chici  diver- 
fions.  He  was  a  man  more  than  ordinarily 
mortified  to  the  picafurcs  and  vanities  ot  the 
world. 

Upon  the  Lord’s-day,  October  17th,  1703, 
while  he  was  attending  in  the  congregation, 
another  officiating,  he  was  (truck  with  that  (ick- 
nefs  which  put  an  end  to  his  days.  His  difordcr 
was  fuch  as  made  him  leave  his  beloved  place, 
the  haufc  of  God,  and  it  proved  the  lafi;  time 
of  his  appearance  there.  Upon  returning  to 
his  houle,  his  diflemper  increafed,  but  with 
intermiffions,  allow  ing  fomc  happy  moments 
for  thinking  and  fpeaking. 

In  the  (liort  time  of  his  illncis,  and  in  the  view 
of  approaching  dcatn,  he  very  ferioully  enter^ 
tained  his  friends  who  came  to  vifit  hini,  and 
prayed  much  himfelf  \nith great  ardour. 

In  the  midft  of  his  bodily  afflidlion,  devout 
a  pi  rations,  and  bleflcd  hopes,  he  remembered 
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his  beloved  Dedham,  and  in  the  near  approach 
of  death  ligncd  a  letter  to  his  diocefan,  recom¬ 
mending  a  fuccefTor  to  him,  whom  he  hoped 
would  be  faithful  and  diligent  in  the  I’piritual 
care  of  the  flock  he  was  now  leaving;. 

In  his  fie knefs  God  made  his  face  to  fiiine 
upon  him  ;  the  fpiric  of  God,  witnefied  with  his 
fpirit  his  adoption,  and  he  went  with  a  full-fail 
to  heaven,  as  one  of  his  much-valued  friends,  a 
witnels  of  it,  cxprelfcd  it  ;  to  whom  fpeakin;^ 
of  the  high  plcafures  of  the  L  ord’s-Supper,  in 
which  the;/ had  often  joined,  and  calling  the 
wine  in  the  facramcn:  the  wine  of  the  kin"- 
dom,  he  broke  forth  into  thefe  words,  "  But 
what  will  it  be  to  drink  the  w  ine  of  the  kine- 
dom  in  the  kingdom  ?”  Taking  folemn  leave  of 
a  friend  a  day  or  tw  o  before  his  death,  he  faid, 
"  I  fiiail  leave  you,  but  may  the  prefence  of 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghofi  be  wdth  you  ; 
may  the  j’lefence  of  the  w  hole  Trinity  be  with 
you  !  I  hope  to  fee  you  again  with  joy  at  the 
refurretftion  of  the  juft.”  And  he  added, 

"  What  you  have  feen  in  me  that  is  good  and 
irnitablc,  follow  it  ;  but  what  you  have  obferv- 
ed  is  not  fo,  let  not  your  afFe<ft:ion  and  love  to 
me  fway  you  to  do  it.” 

Thus  lived  and  died  this  holy  man.  God 
blclTed  the  tow  n  of  Dedham  with  Mr.  Burkitt’s 
miniftry  and  labours  eleven  years  and  an  half, 
and  removed  him  w-hen  he  w  as  not  far  gone 
in  his  declining  age,  when  the  powers  of  both 
body  and  mind  were  yet  in  their  vigour.  His 
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J^rcn^th  was  fuch,  and  he  condu<T^cd  hiinrelf 
witli  io  much  temperance  and  moderation  in 
every  thinp’ but  in  his  work,  f there  indeed  he 
exceeded)  that  it  nught  have  been  hoped  that  he 
had  been  built  for  fourfeore,  but  God  took  him 
away  when  he  was  jull  turned  of  fifty-three. 
A  feven  days  conflict  with  a  very  malignant 
fever  put  an  end  to  his  life.  He  was  taken 
with  his  licath-fickncTs  upon  one  Lord’s-Day, 
V.  hen  he  was  in  the  fervice  of  God  at  church, 
and  he  went  to  keep  his  everlalling  fabbath  on 
the  next  Lord’s-Day  about  eleven  o’clock  in 
the  forenoon,  when  he  refted  from  his  labours, 
while  his  works  follow  him. 

He  was  a  very  induflricus  peace-maker  among 
his  neighbours  and  acquaintance,  fparing  neither 
his  pains  nor  p’Jtfc  for  the  reconciling  differ¬ 
ences  among  contending  perfons.  He  was 
always  very  ready  and  foruard  to  promote  pious 
and  charitable  defigns,  refpeifting  both  the  bo¬ 
dies  and  fouls  of  others.  Many  things  of  this 
nature  might  be  faid,  but  a  few  (hall  be  relat¬ 
ed  to  juftify  this  part  of  his  characfler. 

He  preached  fometime  to  the  people  of  a 
country-village  at  a  coniidcrable  diftance  from 
his  own  charge,  who  for  a  long  fcafon  had  been 
feldom  provided  with  lcrmons,  and,  by  his  en¬ 
deavours,  and  contribution  and  aihftance  from 
others,  obtained  by  his  inlcref:,  that  village  has 
had  a  fettled  miniffe-r  for  fome  years. — By  his 
great  care,  pains,  and  charges,  he  procured  a 
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pious  nunillcr  Lo  go  and  i'cttle  in  Carolina. — 
And  he  expended  nor  a  liuleofthat  with  which 
Ged  had  blelTcd  him  lowatd  the  maintenance  of 
fonie  jxaor  lludcnts  in  the  univcrlity  of  Cam¬ 
bridge. 

In  his  lad  iicknefs,  when  his  friends  about 
him  bewailed  the  great  lols  which  they  feared 
was  coming  upon  them  by  his  difeafe,  hcdelii- 
ed  thejn  “  not  to  be  too  much  cojiccrned  for 
him,  fortohini  to  live  would  be  Chrift,  and  to 
die  would  be  gam  and  added,  “  that  God 
would  provide  for  them.”  He  blelFed  God  that 
he  had  linidicd  what  he  deiigned  upon  the  New- 
Teftarnenl  ;  he  faid,that  he  had  udtered  this  work 
into  the  world  with  many,  very  many  prayers, 
and  he  hoj.  ed,  through  the  divine  blefling,  that 
it  would  prove  very  beneficial  to  many,  and  efpe- 
cially  io  his  own  people.  The  declaration  of 
fevcial  perfons  by  his  dying  bed,  that  he  had 
been  the  mldrumentof  their  converfion,  put  him 
into  a  tranfport  of  joy.  His  patience  in  his  laft 
Iicknefs  was  very  exemplary.  He  faid  he  had 
preached  patience,  and  written  of  patience,  and 
that  therefore  he  was  bound  to  pradife  patience. 

1  lis  frame  in  his  Iicknefs  W'as  a  continued  ferics 
of  prayer,  ihankfgiving,  and  cheerful  refigna- 
tion  to  the  divine  will.  A  little  before  he  pour¬ 
ed  out  his  lafl  breath,  he  prayed,  •'  Come  Lord 
Jefiis  1  nuke  a  fliort  work  of  it!  Mark  the  per- 
fc<fl  man,  and  behold  the  upright,  for  the  end 
of  that  man  is  peace.” 
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HEAVKNI.Y  LIVES  OF  THE  FRXMITIV 

CHRISTIAN'S. 


i  Hb' days  they  apj>3inlfd  for  public  prtyer, 
were  the  Lord’s  dar,  the  amiverfaries  of  their 
martyrs,  and  Wednefday  and  Friday  of  every 
week,  on  which  two  days  they  had  their  ftations, 
and  farted,  and  humbled  thcinfcl  vcs  before  Al¬ 
mighty  God  ;  befi  ies  their  v.'Lpds  at  night,  which 
they  thought  finful  to  fpend  without  pr.ayer, 
and  celebrations  of  God’s  goodnefs and  holinefs. 
Strange  was  their  longing  for  the  houfc  of  God, 
and  the  thirrty  earth  cannot  gape  for  rain  and 
water  more,  than  they  panted  after  their  going 
with  the  pious  multitude  to  their  oratories  ; 
which  made  Dyonrfius  Alexandrinus,  when 
driven  into  exile,  and  ul’cd  very  coarfcly  by  the 
foldieis  that  had  the  charge-  of  him,  complain 
in  a  letter  to  his  friend,  how  near  it  went  to 
him  to  be  deprived  of  thofe  c»pportunities  of 
meeting  his  brethren  on  the  ufual  feftivals  ;  and 
this  he  profertes  was  infinitely  more  troublefome 
to  him,  than  to  be  chafed  from  his  native  home, 
or  to  live  upon  bread  and  water,  or  to  lie  on  the 
cold  ground,  or  to  endure  other  inconvcnicncies. 

even  little  children 


In  their  public  artemblies 
that  had  been  baptized,  would  come  and  ap¬ 
pear  among  the  graver  fort,  and  beg  of  their 
partors  toorter  up  their  prayers  for  their  ad¬ 
vancement  in  the  ways  of  holinefs,  and  give 
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thcmfclvcs  up  to  their  ciircdtion  and  government, 
fo  fervent  '.vcrc  all  forts  of  people  among  them  ; 
and  they  feemed  ambitious  of  nothing  io  much 
as  of  exeecdincr  one  another  in  firit^tnets,  and 
watch  ('ll  Incls. 

That  they  ufed  the  fign  of  the  crofs  much, 
cannot  be  denied.  Indeed  they  made  no  crofs 
oi  gold,  or  lilvcr,  but  would  crofs  their  brtafls, 
and  foreheads,  as  a  badge  of  their  profcilion  : 
and  whether  they  were  going  or  Handing,  or 
when  they  met  one  another,  or  were  to  fit  down 
at  table,  or  to  take  their  refi,  even  in  the 
fireets,  and  market-places,  they  would  fign 
thcmfclvcs  with  this  lign,  and  without  this, 
they  fcarcc  undertook  any  thing,  the  rather, 

becaufe  it  difiineuifiied  them  from  the  heathens 
and  was  a  teftimonv  of  their  joy,  that  they  were 
counted  worthy  to  fuffer  reproach  for  the  name 
of  their  crucified  redeemer. 

It  isalmoli  incredible  what  cofl  they  bcflowcd 
upon  tlie  burials  of  their  deceafed  friends  ;  and 
they  were  fo  refolutc  in  it,  that  though  their 
enemies  both  envied,  and  reviled,  and  fonietimes 
punilheJ  them  lor  it,  yet  they  went  on,  and 
looked  upon  it  as  linful  to  neglect  thole  bodies, 
when  dead,  which  in  their  life-time  had  been 
temples  of  the  holy  ghofl.  I  he  care  they  took 
to  embalm  them  uas  fuch,  that  the  Arabs  pro- 
fefied  the  y  got  more  money  for  their  perfumes 
ot  the  poor  ChriUians,  than  of  the  richer  Pa¬ 
gans,  who  yet  were  never  without  incenic  in 


their  idol  ten  pics.  Such  pains  and  cofl  did 
they  beilo’.v  in  performing  the  exequies  of  God’s 
fervaucs  ;  anti  though  they  bad  little  in  the 
world,  vet  what  they  had  they  were  very  free 
of,  on  fucli  occalions  ;  for  they  looked  on  fuch 
liien’s  funerals  as  prologues  to  their  eternal  reff, 
and  this  coll  was  an  emblem,  how  much  God 
valued  ihofe  faints  that  died  in  the  Lord,  and 
how  richly  he  would  crown  them,  having  run 
tiieir  race  with  patience. 

I’o  their  princes  and  rnagiflrates,  they  were 
ever  very  fubmifiive,  and  in  all  lawful  things 
obedient  to  a  tittle.  In  their  prayers  they  al¬ 
ways  remembered  them,  and  though  they  per- 
fccuteJ  and  afflicted  them,  yet  that  did  not 
abate  their  zeal,  and  vows  for  their  wel¬ 
fare  and  profperity.  Rebellion  againft  their 
governors,  they  hated  as  witchcraft,  and  ever 
thought  it  fafer  to  fuffer  than  to  refifl.  Hence 
they  paid  tribute  without  murmuring  ;  for  their 
opinion  was,  that  no  man  could  have  that  power 
except  it  were  given  him  from  above.  His 
tyranny  could  not  make  them  neglccl  their 
duty,  nor  his  ill  government  tempt  them  to 
forget  their  allegiance  ;  where  the  man  was 
rough  and  heard-hearted,  that  was  over  them, 
they  looked  upon  the  providence  as  a  means  to 
try  their  faith,  and  even  then,  when  they  might 
have  relifled  and  conquered,  they  would  not, 
becaufe  they  thought  it  was  unfuitahle  to 
their  religion. 
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This  was  ro  hr  a  Chriflian  ;  a  crcatnrc  oirt- 
wardly  corruptible,  yet  at  the  fame  time,  with 
the  hand  of  faith  grafping  heav'en,  and  the  im- 
mcnle  glory  of  paradife,  and  labouring  day  and 
night,  that  he  might  have  fomething  ro  give 
to  God’s  rriinillers,  to  the  poor  and  to  his 
family. 

Notafew  of  them  renounced  the  fatisfaiftions 
of  matrimony,  lived  lingJc,  forfook  all,  retired 
intodclcrts,  buried  thcmftlvcs  in  poor  cottages, 
Ihidied  the  fcripturcs,  contcmjdatcd  heaven, 
and  lived  to  God. 

Some,  travelled  into  far  countries,  preached 
thegofpcl,  and  when  they  had  laid  a  good 
foundation  there,  went  farther,  and  fpent  their 
lives  in  pains  and  labours,  and  doing  good. 

Thoufands  of  their  virgins  freely  and  volun¬ 
tarily  dedicated  themfclves  to  God,  and  would 
be  married  to  none  but  him;  and  tho’  many 
times  they  were  tempted  by  rich  fortunes,  and 
offers  of  great  confequence,  yet  nothing  could 
alter  their  refolutions  of  continuing  virgins, 
and  fo  they  lived,  and  fo  they  died  ;  as  they 
lived  to  Chrift,  fo  they  died  in  him ;  their 
zeal  was  great,  and  even  then,  w  hen  chriflianity 
began  to  decay,  their  lights  did  fo  fhine  and 
burn,  that  they  were  enough  to  have  revived  it 
again  into  its  former  glory,  if  men  would  but 
have  fet  their  examples  before  them,  and  af¬ 
forded  them  any  lerious  confideration. 
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It's  true,  even  amor»<5  thefe  Chi  i(lian«  in  the 
purcftagci,  there  were  divers,  fkat  by  their  lives 
difgraccd  that  noble  religion.  But  thefe  were 
chadized  with  very  fcvcrc  difciplinc,  and  as 
long  as  they  were  in  a  date  of  fin,  were  not 
looked  upon  as  Chriflians  ;  nor  did  any  Chrif- 
tianconverfc  with  them.  Jf  they  repented,  they 
were  forced  to  make  their  repentance  public, 
and  for  fornc  years  together,  to  give  fuch  dc- 
monfiration  of  it,  that  the  devil  himfelf  could 
not  but  acknowledge  the  finccrity  of  it.  By 
weepitig  and  proftrating  ihcmfclves  before 
God’s  people,  and  imploring  the  aflidancc  of 
believers  and  a  hundred  fuch  auflcrities,  they 
fought  to  be  reconciled  to  God,  and  to  his 
church,  which  made  the  fathers  fay,  that  the 
penitent  were  no  fcandaU,  but  an  ornament  of 
the  church:  they  were  in  a  manner  a  difiindl 
church,  anti  the  way  to  be  united  to  the  more 
fincere  believcis,  vras  now  harder  than  at  their 
firlt  embracing  chrillianity  ;  yet  thefe  penitents 
might  truly  fay  of  thcmfclvcs,  as  tkc  fpoufc  in 
the  Canticles,  I  am  black,  but  comely,  O  yc 
daughters  of  Jcrufalcm. 

V/ith  this  kind  of  life,  the  firft  Chriflians 
amazed  the  unbelieving  world,  and  their  power 
and  number  quickly  grew  fo  formidable,  that 
the  umpcrors  thcmfclvcs  began  to  be  flartled 
at  their  progrefs,  and  therefore  employed  their 
might  and  greatnefs  to  oppofc  it.  To  crufii 
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their  towering  piety,  the  heathens  flicwed  them 
racks,  flames,  gibbets,  grid-irons,  canhlrons, 
boiling  oil,  lions,  bears,  wild  bulls,  and  fet 
bcfojc  them  the  worldly  prudence  of  philofo- 
phers,  but  by  the  grace  and  afliflance  oi'  that 
Jefus,  who  flrengthened  them,  they  were  more 
undaunted  ftt  their  torments  than  their  hang¬ 
men,  did  fight  with  lions,  and  finile,  and  were 
more  daring  than  the  flames  they  fuflered  in, 
firmer  than  the  racks,  that  broke  their  bones, 
aiid  by  their  praAifes  furmounted  all  the  great 
avfls  that  were  ever  done  by  heroes,  and  the  mofl* 

They  overcame  death  bv 
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adcfire  of  death,  and  were  nmre  willing  to  die, 
than  their  executioners  to  fufl'er  them.  Their 
blood  proved  the  feed  of  the  church,  and  the 
more  they  malFacrcd,  the  more  their  numbers 
grew,  till  at  laif  the  Itmpcrcrs  thcmfelvcs  be¬ 
came  Chriftians,  and  were  forced  to  yield  to  the 
faith  md  patience  of  Jefus,  and  the  Chriftians 
at  'aft,  gave  law  to  thofc  who  at  firll  did  flab 
and  murdo^them,  and  conquered  them  in  the 
end,  who  in  the  beginning  butchered  them  like 
dogs,  and  fuch  inconfidcrable  animals. 

find  r>ow,  fir,  it’s  very  likely  that  fome,  who 
may  chance  to  read  thefe  lines,  v  ill  look  upon 
the  account  I  have  eiven  vou 


as  a  fpiritual  ro¬ 
mance,  an  emblem  rather  of  what  men  might 
be,  were  they  in  a  more  perfect  flate,  than  of 
what  thev  ofenerallr  were. 
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But  they  that  fliall  pafs  this  cenfurc  on  the 
prcmifcs,  do  but  betray  their  ignorance,  and 
I  can  only  lend  them  to  the  writers  in  thole 
ages,  when  Chriftianity  was  decked  and  adorn¬ 
ed  with  thofc  jewels,  and  quoted  by  iii/  author, 
fuch  as  Ignatius,  Polycarp,  Jullin,  Maityr, 
Irenocus,  Athenagoras,  Minutius  Felix,  Tcrtul- 
liati,  Clemens  Alcxandriniis,  Origen,  Cyprian, 
and  others  that  fuccccded  them  ;  and  if  people, 
to  favour  their  lulls,  will  neither  believe,  nor 
take  pains  to  fearch  into  the  truth  of  things, 
all  that  can  be  faid,  is,  that  they  are  refolutc  in 
their  infidelity. 

Sir,  I  am  perfuaded  you  have  chofen  the 
better  part,  and  as  I  do  not  queilion  your  be¬ 
lief  ofthclc  palTagcs,  fo  that  the  Saints  may  be 
your  patterns,  and  their  actions  the  great  rule 

of  your  life,  and  the  f  rit  of  God  your  guide 
in  thefe' ways  of  holinels,  is  the  hearty  willi  and 
prayer  of 

Your  aire(ftionate  friend. 


A  REMARKABLE  ACCOUNT  OF  THREE  JEW¬ 
ISH  CHILDREN. 


1 


(Concluded  from  page  221.) 


HE  parents  being  withdrawn,  the  children 
were  once  more  exhorted  to  return  to  them. 
But  they  anfwercd  without  hefitating,  and  with 
a  conflancy  that  furprifed  every  one  ;  tliey  were 
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rcidy  to  endure  every  thing  for  the  love  of  Jc- 
fus.  At  hii'l  they  were  alkcd,  in  cafe  ihtir  hi¬ 
ther  and  mother  would  become  chriflians,  would 
they  return  home  to  them  ?  'i'o  which  they 
replied  with  joy,  if  their  parents  would  become 
chrillians,  they  would  with  all  their  heart  go 
home  to  them,  and  willingly  cnduie  all  manner 
ofmifery  and  atfliclionsj  but  without  this  was 
the  cafe,  they  would  by  na.  means -go  back. 
That  they  loved  Jefus  more  than  any  thing  that 
could  be  oltcred  to  them  in  this  world,  and 
w'ould  cheerfully  take  upon  them  his  crofs. 
They  were  willing  to  be  put  to  any  trial,  if 
the  gentlemen  thought  fit,  to  make  proof  of 
their  ft nccrity,  and  would  with  all  their  heart 
do  any  work  that  might  be  impofed  on  them 
asa  tafk.  The  youngefl  faid.  “If  you  do  not 
choofc  to  give  me  any  thing,  you  may  let  me 
die  of  hunger,  or  you  may  cut  iny  head  off  ; 
for  I  had  rather  die  than  be  I'eparatcd  from 
my  beloved  Jefus  ;  1  know  he  died  for  me,  and 
if  you  will  not  receive  me,  I  am  furc  he  will : 

I  will  live  and  die  for  him.”  The  perfons  that 
were  eye  witnefles  of  thefe  fccnes,  hearing  their 
'artlff's  and  yet  pofitivc  declarations,  and  feeing 
the  children’s  furprizing  conftancy,  could  not 
refrain  from  tears. 

d’he  father  and  mother  were  at  lafl  allowed 
to  fpcak  with  their  children  without  any  other 
perfon  being  prefent,  which  they  did  at  Icafi: 
three  hours ;  but  the  children  remained  im- 
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movcabJy  conftant,  and  at  length  v.-ent  to  throw 
thcmfclvcs  at  the  Icct  of  the  commiffioners, 
begging  that  they  v  onld  difniifs  their  parents^ 
for  they  M'ould  belong  to  none  but  Jfuis,  and 
faying,  “  that  nothing  but  the  love  of  Chrilh 
had  brought  them  there,  and  nothing  in  the 
world  fhoiild  feparate  tlicrn  from  him.” 

UjK)n  this  the  committee  made  a  report  to 
his  Majelty,  propofing  at  the  fame-  tinre,  that 
thefe  children  llioiild  be  inldrinflcd  pul'licly 
in  the  church,  and  uhen  they  flioiild  be 
thoiifdit  to  have  received  fufficient  inflruclion, 
that  their  parents- or  any  other  Jews,  HioiiIJ 
be  permitted  to  difpute  with  them  about  the 
Chriilian  faith.  Their  baptifm  vas  defer¬ 
red  till  tiicy  fliould  be  of  riper  years,  that  none 

might  be  able  to  gainfay  fo  evident  a- work  of 
Ciod,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  mode  of  proceed¬ 
ing  may  alfo  be  of  fcrvicc  with  rcfpecl  to 
many  other  jews. 

Thefe  children  have  fo  wonderful  a  love 
and  veneration  for  the  bare  name  of  Jefus, 
though  none  of  them  can  read,  that  theydifeo- 
ver  and  diflinguilli  the  word  in  any  book,  and  if 
they  find  it,  they  kifs  it  with  tears,  and  fre¬ 
quently  take  A  particular  plcafurc  in  turning 
over  every  page  in  order  to  find  that  name. 
They  alfo  fay,  they  are  fare  that  many  other 
Jcwifii  children  arc  of  the  fame  mind  as  they 
arc  :  but  they  were  fo  narrowly  watched  by 


their  parents,  that  they  could  not  poffibly  exe¬ 
cute  their  deligii  as  yet;  however  they  would 
find  means  to  el’cape  one  day  ;  for  they  knew 
that  tlic  love  of  jefiis  could  do  every  thing,  as 
thev  ihemfclves  had  experienced.  Their  pa¬ 
rents  might  warch  them  asclofely  as  they  pleaf- 
cd,  all  their  endeavours  to  keen  them  would  be 
vain. 


MACAZl  HE 


I.  CORlNTiI!.\NS 


X  HO’  I  with  eloquen.ee  fliould  verted  be. 
Above  the  pitch  of  mere  humanity  : 

So  as  in  tongues  with  angels  for  to  vie. 

Yet  all  is  nothing  without  charity. 

Like  founding  brafs,  or  the  loud  cymbals 


W  ithout  true  life  I  rtiould  but  form  a  voice  ; 

And  tho’  I  have  the  gifts  of  prophecy. 
And  hidden  wifdom  be  unveil’d  to  me. 

So  that  in  knowledge  equal  1  become. 

To  the  great  foul  of  wife  king  Solomon. 

"ica,  tho’  by  faith  I  could  vaft  hills  remove 
Yet  all  is  nothing  without  perfect  love  ; 

'  Tlio’  all  my  goods  in  alms  I  fliould  beftow, 
And  Ic  great  zeal  ior  my  religion  fliow. 
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As  to  confcnt  my  flefli  in  flames  fhould 
burn. 

Rather  than  iVom  my  dear  opinion  turn  ; 

Yet  thence  no  profit  to  my  foul  can  rife, 
Except  to  Jove  itfelf’s  a  facrifice.  - 

This  love  by  it’s  truccharaiflcrs  maybe, 
Diflirigui fil’d  from  pretended  charily  : 

It  pcrlcveres  in  patience  and  is  kind. 

Then,  when  to  try  it,  all  things  feem  com¬ 
bin’d  ; 

JEnvy’s  black  tindure  it  did  never  know. 

Nor  oftentaiion  in  it’s  adlions  fltow  ; 

It’s  not  puff’d  up,  but  it  will  kifs  the  duff. 
To  help  thofe  fouls  that  in  it’s  goodnefs 
trufl. 

Comely  to  all  itfclf  it  doth  exprefs. 

Through  condefeention  fccking  for  to  blefs  ; 
No  felf-love  ever  did  it’s  adlions  flrain. 

It  floops  to  fuller,  to  make  other’s  reign  ; 

No  bitternefs  did  ever  in  it  rife, 
from  the  worfi  actions  of  it’s  enemies. 

But  flill  it  thinks  the  belt,  is  not  fevere. 

Sin  to, impute,  but  rather  all  would  clear. 

-All  falfchood  and  inj  'ftice  diflant  arc. 

As  from  it’s  joys,  fo  from  it’s  fpoilcfs  fpherc ; 
But  truth  in  heart,  words,  works,  arc  it’s  de¬ 
light  : 

A  pleafing  objedl  to  a  virgin’s  figiit. 
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It  covers  all  that  malice  wouKi  reveal. 

It  pardons,  and  would  fain  all  breaches  heal 
It  doth  believe  all  iliac  may  ciirncs  exerde, 
Exccji:  mere  evidence  makes  it  refulc. 

And  tho’  things  at  the  prefent  may  fecin 


It  hopes  at  length  they  mav  be  better  made. 
Thus  it  endureth  all  things,  waits  to  fee. 
Through  the  long  patience  a  full  victory, 

W  hich  Jove  will  gain  ;  for  it  can  never, 
die, 

But  inuft  out-Iaft  the  gift  of  prophecy. 

Yea,  and  of  languages,  for  they  mult  ceafe. 
And  give  way  to  united  blcffcdncls  ; 

When  all  our  twnlight  knowledge  will  expire. 
In  the  bright  beams  of  it’s  eternal  lire. 

Knowledge* and  prophecy  are  but  in  part. 
But  love’s  that  eflence  which  muft  lill  the 
heart. 

By  that  imperfed:  gifts  abforb’d  mu  ft  be  ; 

But  that  ends  well  that  dies  in  charity. 

% 

Children  like  children  rcafon,  think  and 
fpeak. 

Their  intcllciflual  adlions  are  but  weak  ; 

But  when  to  majily  age  we  do  arrive, 

No  longer  then  inchildilli  things  we  live  ; 

So  when  our  hopes  in  love  tonfuniniate  arc. 
Imperfect  lights  and  gilts  will  difappear. 
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For  little  here  biK  images  we  fee. 

And  piclurcs  of clfcntial  verity; 

Ftcrnal  truth  in  riddles  do  aj)pear. 

Much  is  obfeure,  but  very  little  clear, 

Y"ct  when  the  perfeeft  love  we  (hall  poflTcfs, 

AV' ith  intuition  heaven  will  us  blcfs  : 

Then  face  to  face  we  (liall  that  beauty  (cc. 

By  which  angelic  hods  enamoured  be. 

Then  fliall  we  know,  as  we  of  him  arc  known. 
Then  all  in  Chrifl:  will  be  for  ever  one. 

Therefore  when  faith,  hope,  love,  we  do  com- 
pare, 

Love  hath  the  palm,  this  love  the  crow  n  doth 
wear. 

The  evidence  of  things  not  feen  faith  is. 

And  hope  our  anchor,  till  w  e  come  toblifs  : 

But  then  they  both  expire,  and  both  rcfign 
.To  love  the  firft-born  of  the  (acred  trine  ; 
Without  which  heaven  could  notjicavcn  be. 
Neither  a  place  of  reft,  nor  unity. 

’Tis  this  that  links  eternity  to  time. 

And  makes  the  hcavejis  w  itii  our  earth  to  chime, 
’Ti.sthis  that  knit.s  cternai  fouls  in  one. 

And  makes  the  angels  in  conjunction  run. 

’Tis  this  that  draWsS  down  the  Almighty  pow'- 
ers. 

To  ovcr-lliadow  us  in  golden  (liowcrs. 

That  fo  our  hearts  might  full  enriched  be. 

With  the  abundant  fruits  of  charity. 
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AN  ADDRESS  TO  JESUS  CHRIST. 


iMMANUHL,  Saviour,  meek  and  mild 
To  thee  I  pour  my  moan  ; 

Behold  a  wretch,  with  lin.deflrd. 

Who  looks  to  thee  alone. 


O  Prince  of  life,  allpow  ’r  is  thine. 
To  pardon  and  lubdue  : 

My  pardon,  in  thy  mercy,  hgn. 

My  foul  to  God  renew. 

Give  to  thy  holy  angels  joy. 

Their  hallelujahs  fire  : 

Let  thy  rich  grace  to  me  employ 
Afrelh  each  golden  lyre. 

Me  a  new  captive  in  thy  train. 

And  in  thy  book  enroll’d  ; 

Me  a  new  glory  of  thy  reign. 

Let  thy  great  lire  behold. 

O  thou,  who  in  thy  mortal  days 
Didff,  with  the  lighing,  ligh  ; 

§hall  not  my  tears  thy  pity  raife. 
Though  now  thou  art  fo  high  ? 

Whoever  humbly  knecl’d  in  vain 
Before  thy  gracious  feat  ? 

O  do  not  my  Marm  fuit  difdain. 
Nor  puHi  me  from  thy  feet  ! 


The  EXPERIENXED 


An  Extra<5b  from  the  Ex 


Takfn  from  a  book  entillcd,  Sochi  Religion  rxcmplificd,  In  an  Account  of 
the  fiift  Settlement  of  Chrlftian’ty  in  the  City  ot  Caeriuid  (alias  London) 
in  ihs  firft  Century  :  As  related  uoon  his  admilfion  into  the  CLurch, 


T  AM  amazed  at  the  wonders  of  Providence,  and 
more  amazed  at  the  wonders  of  grace !  I 
was  born  at  Bethany,  within  two  miles  of  Jerufa- 
Jem.  My  father,  Ifrael  Ben-Jofeph,  was  at  Jem- 
falem  when  Jefus  was  crucified  ;  and  for  aught  I 
know,  was  one  of  thoie  who  conieiited  to  his  death. 
I  brought  up  in  great  prejudice  againft  jefus  of  Na¬ 
zareth  ;  and  I  thought  on  many  accounts  it  was 
impoflible  that  he  fhould  be  the  promifed 
Meifiah,  and  particularly,  as  I  was  often  told,  he 
was  a  mean  man,  a  carpenter,  defpifed  and  rejeaed 
cf  men,  utterly  unable  to  deliver  our  nation 
from  the  Roman  fervitude,  much  more  una¬ 
ble  to  make  Jerufalem  the  praife  of  the  whole 
eauh.  So*  that  I  mull  now  to  mv  verv  erreat  lhaine 
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that  I  was  an  obftinate  Jew.  But  the  mife- 
Ties  foretold  by  the  blelTed  Jefus  growing  heavy 
upon  the  nation  ;  and  not  knowing  how  foon  the 
city  of  Jerufalem  would  fall  into  the  hands  ot  Ro¬ 
man  revenge  and  cruelty  j  and  thinking  that  though 
the  great  Titus  in  nature  was  kind,  his  armies  might 
prove  very  cruel  ;  and  alfo  having  an  inclination 
to  fee  fome  other  -part  of  the  world,  I  travelled 
through  the  lefler  Afia  into  Europe ;  and  having 
heard  the  fame  of  Britain,' my -curiofity  led  me  to 
vifit  Caerludd,**  the  chief  city  thereof ;  where  I 
have  for  more  than  three  years  refided,  with  latisw 
fadion  and  fafety.  About  two  months  ago,  palling 
by  this  place,  I  faw  feveral  people  enter,  and 
thoughtlefs  enough  I  entered  along  w'ith  them,  not 
knowing  whither,  nor  for  w'hat.  In  a  little  time  I 
underftood  what  the  alfembly  was  engaged  in,  and 
I  was  refolved  to  fee  it  out.  Yefan,  your  prefent 
honed  Teaclier,  took  for  his  text,  Luke  xxii.  25, 
c6.  “  O  fools  and  flow  of  heart,  to  believe  all  the 
Prophets  have  fpoken !  ought  not  Chrid  to  have 
fullered  thefe  things,  and  to  enter  into  his  glory  r" 
The  text  feized  me  and  feemed  to  pierce  me  to  the 
heart ;  and  I  quickly  found  that  the  very  realbns 
why  I  rejefted  Jefus,  were  indeed  drong  reafons 
why  I  fliould  receive  him.  I  faw  that  the  true 
Mefliah  mud  be  fuch  an  one  as  Jefus  was :  that  he 
mod  be  “  defpifed  and  rejected  of  men  ;  a  man  of 
forrows  and  acquainten  with  grief that  he  w'as 


♦'London. 


CHRlSTIAN’sMAGAZlNE. 


to  be  “  numbered'  among,  the  tranfgreffors  j  and' 
that  on  his  vefture  they  (hould  caft:  lots." .  No¬ 
thing  like  this  did  I  ever,  feel  -y  nor  did  I  when  I 
entered  the  alTembly  defire  to  feel  this.  It  was  a 
power  that  evidenced  itfelf  to  be  of  God.  I  then 
faw  that  the  Meffiah .  miift  cogie  iii  that  w'ay,  and 
undergo  fuch  things,  or  he  could  not  be  the '  Mef¬ 
fiah  God  had  promifed.  Lquickly  returned  to  my 
lodgings,  retired  to  my  chamber,  and  defircd  the 
eternal  God-  of  truth  now  to  guide  me;  and  left 
my  heart  with  him.  I  took  the  Law -and. the  Pro¬ 
phets,  which  I  had  by  me,  and  read  and  confider- 
ed,  ftill  v/ith  mine  eye  to  the  God  of .  truth  ;  that 
I  might  not  be  deceived.  I  found  the  Sceptre  was 
departed  from  Judah,  and  the  law-giver  from  be- 
tw'een  his  feet,  and  therefore  Shiloh  the  Meffiah 
•w'as  certainly  come.-  I  found  that  Meffiah  the  de¬ 
lire  of  all  nations  Ihould-  come  in  the  fecond  Tem¬ 
ple,  which  is  now  deflroyed  by  the  Romans,  there¬ 
fore  the  Meffiah  is  come,  or  into  that  Temple  he 
can  never  enter.  And  what  put  the  matter  beyond 
all  doubt,  w^as  that  I  found  in  Daniel,  that  after' 
threefcore  and  two  weeks  Meffiah  ffiould  be  cut  off.- 
Then  I  \vas  made  to  look  to  him  whom  I  had  pierc¬ 
ed  and  I  mourned  and  was  in  bitternefs  :  But  in  a 
little  time  I  faw  that  thus  my  falvatibn  was  wrought, 
and  thus  the  falvation  of  Ifrael  'was  provided  for. 

I  was  led  to  venture  my  foul'upon  Jefus  the  Meffiah, 
for  peace,  pardon  and  purity.  He  iS'  JehovaK  my 
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righteoufnefs  :  fo  I  have  received  him,  and  fo'  I 
hope  I  fhall  walk  in  him.  And  lince  God  has  ena¬ 
bled  me  to  receive  his  Son  Jel’eus  my  Saviour,  I 
]iave  been  greatly  refrelhed  in  your  aflcmblies,  in 
the  public  worfliip  of  our  Redeemer.  Oh,  it  pleafes 
me  to  fee  Abrahams  evcrlafting  covenant  unaltered ! 
I  neither  knew  nor  worlhipped  the  true  God  ;  nor 
did  I  underftand  Abrahams  covenant,  the  INIofaic 
difpenfation,  nor  the  revelation  made  by  the  Pro¬ 
phets.  I  am  a  Jew  ftill  and  yet  a  chriflian  ;  and 
now  I  fee  that  thofc  who  are  not  chriftians  in  truth, 
arc  not  Jews  indeed.  I  lay  hold  of  Abrahams  co¬ 
venant  now  by  faith,  and  priifefs  myfelf,  through 
grace,  a  believer  in  Jefus,  as  the  very  Melliah  of 
Ood,  and  cad  myfelf  upon  him  for  righteoufnefs, 
acceptance  grace  and  glory.  And  I  hope  I  am  help¬ 
ed  to  admire  the  wifdom  of  Grace  and  Providence 
In  bringing  me  to  Britain  to  be  converted ;  and 
here  with  you  ;  do  I  defire  to  ferve  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrifl,  as  a  church  member  in  all  his  evangelical 
appointments. 

For  the  EXPERIENCED  CHRISTIAN’S  MAGAZINE. 

Pure  Religion  dijlinguijhed  from  Fal/e. 

rllE  main  defign  of  the  facred  writings  is  to 
bring  us  to  a  knowledge  of  our  lod  date,  un¬ 
der  the  corruption  of  the  human  nature  by  the  fall, 
and  of  our  redemption  by  Jefus  Chrid.  The  rules 
and  precepts  laid  do'wn  both  in  the  Law  and  Gof- 
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pci  were  primarily  given  to  reftrain  us  from  fin,  as 
it  was  the  occafion  of  our  ruin,  fo  if  continued  in, 
will  be  the  certain  hindrance  of  our  recovery  ;  and 
the  dodtrines  therein  contained  inflrucl:  us  in  the  na¬ 
ture  of  that  grace  that  bringeth  falvation,  and 
teach  us  to  turn  to  it  as  our  only  help  and  remedy  : 
thus  in  refraining  from  evil,  and  being  fubject  to 
grace,  vve  are' in  a  way  of  practical  and  acceptable 
obedience  to  all  God’s  commands.  To  deny  that 
man  is  by  nature  wretched  and  finful,  argues  ex¬ 
treme  ignorance  or  perverfenefs,  and  to  affirm  he 
came  fuch  out  of  the  hands  of  his  Creator,  is  to 
contradift  the  teftimony  of  the  Scriptures,  and  to 
charge  God  both  fooliflily  and  impioufly  :  To  deny 
therefore  original  fin,  is  the  mofi;  complicated  of  hc- 
refies,  as  it  makes  void  the  covenant  of  grace,  and 
faps  the  foundation  of  revealed  religion.  Every 
one  carries  in  his  own  breafl  a  witnefs  of  the  truth 
of  this  doctrine,  as  every  one  finds  in  himfelf,  in 
a  greater  or  lefs  degree,  a  want  of  due  love  both 
to  his  God  and  neighbour. 


The  gofpel  of  Chrifi;  is  a  difpenfation  of  peace, 
gracioufly  calculated  to  reconcile  us  both  to  God 
and  one  another,  but  how  it  has  failed  in  general  of 
thefe  blelTed  effects,  through  the  prevailing  power  of 
corruption  and  fin,  let  the  annals  of  church  hiftory 
teftify,  which  informs  us  how  often  Chriftendoin 
has  been  turned  into  a*  field  of  blood,  and  repre- 
fent  the  horrid  barbarities  of  Chriitians,  fo  called. 
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as  equalling,  and  in  fome  inftanees  exceeding  the* 
tyranous  hatred  of  perfccuting  heatJiens :  and 
therefore  all  thofe  prophecies'  which  foretell  •  the 
peaceable  happy  ftate  of  Chrifl’s  church  on  earth, 
fuffer  violence  when  expounded  as  already  fulfilled: 
the  outward  efiablifliment  of  Chriftianity,  has  in  no 
fufficient  fenfe  yet  anfwered  the  glorious  defeription, 
and  confequcntly  they  mufl:  refer  to  fome  future 
joyful  time,  when  men  fiiali  not  only  live 
fafe  under  the  profeffion,  but  alfo  in  the  temper  and 
fpirit  of  the  Gofpel :  then,  and  not  till  then,  fliall 
nation  ceafe  to  lift  up  fword  againfl  nation,  and 
they  that  are  called  by  the  holy  name,  depart  from’ 
iniquity  and  love  as  brethren. 

The  bloody  fword  of  perfccution  hath  indeed  for 
fome  time  flept  in  its  fcabbard,  but  the  fpirit  of  it 
neither  flumbereth  nor  fleepeth  :  the  animofities 
that  prevails  among  the  feveral  divided  parties  of 
Cdiriftians  in  thi^  world  are  an  indubitable  proof  of 
this  ;  nor  can  we  hefitate  to  pronounce  that  they 
have  war  in  their  hearts,  while  they  fiiarpen  their 
tongues  like  a  ferpent,  and  flioot  out  their  arrows, 

even  bitter  words. - If  \vc  go  to  and  fro 

among  the  outward  churches  of  Chrillendom,  and 
fix  our  attention  on  the  wrangling  difputes  of 
learned,  and  the  bigotted  zeal  of  the  ignorant  mul¬ 
titude,  inftead  of  faying,  lo  here  is  Chrift,  or  lo 
there  !  we  fliall  be  tempted  to  fay,  that  he  is  nei¬ 
ther  here  nor  there,  but  that  the  whole  is  a  babel 
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of  contention,  and  that  was  the  emblematic  Dove 
fent  forth  from  the  ark  of  God  amongfl;  us,  fhe 
would  find  but  little  reft  for  the  foie  of  her  foot  ; 
nay,  to  fuch  a  height  have  the  waters  of  ftrifc  pre¬ 
vailed,  as  fcarcely  to  afford  her  an  olive-branch  for 
a  token  of  peace  upon  the  earth  ;  now  where  en- 
vyings  and  ftrife  is,  there  is  not  only  confufion, 
but  every  evil  work,  wickednefs  in  high,  and  in 
low  places. 

Great  pains  and  much  invention  have  been  em¬ 
ployed  by  authors  of  different  perfuafions,  to  fix 
tfie  character  of  Antichrift  on  this  or  that  particu¬ 
lar  church  :  fome  of  the  church  of  England, 
learnedly  wife  in  their  expofitions  of  the  Apoca- 
lypfe,  have  fancied  that  this  myftery  of  iniquity,  is 
exactly  pourtrayed  in  the  Bifliop  of  Rome  ;  and 
fome  among  the  proteftant  diffenters,  divided  the 
book,  and  given  one  half  to  the  church  of  Rome, 
and  the  other  to  churc  of  England,  not  knowing 
that  Antichrift  has  no  more  to  do  with  the  Hier- 
archial,  than  with  any  other  form  of  church  go¬ 
vernment  ;  that  he  is  not  confined  to,  any  particular 
characfers  places  or  churches,  but  hath  fet  his  foot 
upon  the  breadth  of  the  whole  earth,  and  erefts 
his  throne  as  eafily  in  a  fynod  of  Prefbyters,  as  in 
a  confiftory  of  Cardinals  :  for  wherever  there  is 
a  thirft  for  earthly  dominion,  or  the  exercife  of  ty- 
ranical  power  over  men’s  confciences];  wherever  the 
fame  hands  deal  out  the  myftical  body  and  blood 
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of  Chiifl:,  are  defiled  with  the  wages  of  unrlghtc- 
oufiiefs;  wherever  thofe  hearts  which  fliould  be 
temples  for  the  living  God,  and  bear  the  image  and 
fuperfeription  of  the  humble  Jefus,  are  exalted  in 
piiJe  above  their  brethren ;  wherever  any  thing 
that  is  in  man,  or  can  be  of  man,  ufurps  the  place 
of  Chrift,  and  robs  him  of  any  part  of  the  honour 
of  our  falvation  :  and  laftly,  wherever  perfecution 
hangs  out  her  bloody  flag,  for  the  ravening  wolves 
to  hunt  and  devour  the  harmlefs  fheep  of  Chrift  ; 
whether  this  be  at  Rome,  or  Geneva,  among Papifts, 
Imtherans,  Calvinifts,  or  others  ;  there’s  abomi¬ 
nation  within  the  holy  place.  There  Cain  fmiteth 
Abel — there  Antichrift  lifts  up  his  horn. 

That  is  a  common  error,  and  fatal  in  its  confe- 
qucnccs  to  true  religion,  which  places  more  to  the 
account  of  the  outward  conftitution  of  the  Church, 
than  to  the  life  and  power  of  Godlincfs :  hence  it 
is,  that  moft  of  the  difputes  which  have  exercifed 
the  pens  of  writers,  have  been  about  the  external 
policy,  the  ceremonies,  or  the  different  opinions  of 
ihis  or  that  Church,  rather  than  concerning  the. 
fundamentals  of  Chriftianity  :  and  hence,  that  in 
general  people  do  not  fo  much  mean  by  making 
converts,  the  winning  of  fouls  to  Chrift,  and  bring¬ 
ing  them  under  the  powerful  influence  of  Golpel 
balvation,  as  making  them  profelytes  to  feme  par¬ 
ticular  modes  of  worfliip,  or  to  a  certain  w'ay  of 
thinking  about  religion*  The  fanienefs  of  commu- 
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hion  m  externals  among  Chriftlans,  who  are  united 
in  fpirit  and  affection,  is  a  defirable  thing,  no  one 
can  w'ell  deny  :  but  that  fuch  an  agreement, in  all 
outward  things  is  neceffary,  or  to  be  expected  in 
the  prefent  Hate  of  things,  no  one  ought  to  affirm  j 
for  were  people  diverted  of  that  pride,  felfiffinefs, 
and  impatience,  which  fo  indifpofe  them  for  bearing 
with  others,  they  might  find  that  dirterent  outward 
communions  among  Chriftians,  are  as  compatible 
•wdth  the  peace  of  the  univerfal  church,  as  different 
bodies  corporate  are  with  the  peace  of  a  nation.  I 
fpeak  of  fuch  chriftian  focieties  as  build  upon  one 
foundation,  hold  the  fame  head,  and  maintain  no 
principles  contrary  to  the  effence  of  faith  and  prac¬ 
tical  piety  ;  fuch  dirterent  families  of  Chrirtians, 
if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  amicably  diffenting  concerning 
leffer  points, -and  applying  St.  Paul’s  doctrine  of 
moderation  about  meats  and  drinks  to  therefpeflive 
lubjefts  of  their  dift'erenGes,  may  have  been  per¬ 
mitted  in  the  church  from  the  beginning,  to  ferve 
as  fo  many  checks  rfne  upon  another  ;  to  excite 
holy  emulations,  to  afford  various  occafions  for  the 
exercife  of  chriitian  charity,  to  prevent  combina¬ 
tions  to  corrupt  the  fcripture,  or  as  a  means  to 
preferve,  or  revive  fome  precious  truth  or  doctrine, 
that  might  otherwife  fuffer  lofs  :  but  though  feme 
or  other  of  thefe  good  ends  may  hereby  be  an- 
fw'ered,  through  the  over-iuling  power  of  Provi¬ 
dence  ;  yet  it  would  confefledly  be  making. a  bad 
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ufe  of  this  argument,  to  form  it  into  a  pretext  for 
diyifions  entered  upon  through  wantonnefs,  or  to 
palliate  the  guilt  of  caufelefs  fcifms  grounded  in 
fondncfs  for  novelty  and  change. 


That  we  may  not  grow  remifs ;  that  we  be  not 
high-minded,  but  fear  ;  and  net  trufl.  in  the  arm  of 
flefii  for  our  defence,  but  in  the  living  God ;  it 
will  be  proper  on  this  account,  to  confider  fome  of 
the  various  changes  and  revolutions  that  have  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  Church  fince  its  firft  alliance  with 
the  State.  And  here  w&  fhall  do  well  to  obferve, 
that  the  eftablifhment  of  chriftianity  by  the  civil 
power,  never  contributed  any  thing  to  the  advan¬ 
cing  of  the  church  of  God :  the  church  never 
was  more  pure,  nor  more  profperous,  •  than  it  was 
before  it  knew  any  fuch  tutelage.  By  a  mofl;  un¬ 
happy  reverfe  of  hoped  for  confequences,  the  in¬ 
dulgence  of  its  friends  has  on  manyoccafions  proved 
more  fatal  to  the  true  intereft  of  Chriftianity,  than 
the  perfccutions  of  its  enemies.  The  church  which 
before,  under  the  weaknefs  and  difgrace  of  infancy 
and  fuffering,  grew  up  as  a  tender  plant,  and  as  a 
root  out  -  of  a  dry  ground,  yet  having  much  pre¬ 
cious  fruit,  when  tranfplanted  into  the  foil  of  an 
cftabli/limenr,  did  foon  lamentably  degenerate : 
file  waxed  great  indeed  in  the  funfliine  of  profpe- 
rity,  and  under  the  copious  fliowers  of  royal  fa¬ 
vour  and  bounty  ;  fiie  ftretched  forth  her  boughs 
unto  the  fea,  and  her  branches  unto  the  river,  but 
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little  elfe  than  leaves  were  to  be  found  thereon.  No 
fooner  did  riches  and  honour,  Satan’s  lall  and  1110(1' 
prevailing  temptation  flow  in  upon  her,  then 
chriftianity  began  to  wear  another  afpeft,  the  hi¬ 
therto  inflexible  fpirit  of  its  profeflTors  gradually 
foftened  into  a  conformity  to  this  world,  and  chrif- 
tians  fimplicity  gave  way  to  earthly  policy ;  eafe 
and  affluence  engendered  fecurity  ;  and  while  men 
flept  in  a  falfc  and  fatal  ^eace,  the  enemy  with  a 
full  hand  fowed  thick  the  tares  of  covetoufnefs, 
ambition,  and  worklly-mindednefs  in  thedr  hearts, 
which  grew  up  and  choaked  the  good  feed.  Hence¬ 
forward,  was  to  be  feen  great  ftriving  among  eccle- 
fiaftical  perfons,  for  the  highefl  dignities  and  richeft 
preferments,  and  much  pontifical  contention  about 
precedency  and  jurifdicfion  ;  the  difciple  now  wan¬ 
ted  to  be  above  his  inafter,  and  .the  fervant  above 
his  lord. 

Mod  authors  fix  the  ceafing  of  miracles  in  the 
church,  about  the  time  of  Conftantine ;  and  the 
reafon  commonly  afflgned  for  it  is,  that  being  now 
under  the  protection  and  fecurity  of  an  eftablifli- 
ment,  (he  no  longer  flood  in  need  of  thofe  extra- 
ordinary  feals  and  atteftatlons  to  the  divinity  of 
her  original  and  doftrines  ;  whereas  the  truth  of 

m 

■  the  matter  in  a  great  meafure  lies  here  :  the  inward 
gifts  and  graces  of  the  holy  fpirit  were  eminently 
polTefled  by  the  primitive  chriftians  ;•  their  ardent 
love  of  Cod,  their  holy  injitation  of  the  life  of 
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Chrift,  their  powerful  faith,  their  fe^’cre  difcipline," 
their  deadnefs  to  the  world,  and  their  fervent  devo¬ 
tion,  enriched  their  fouls  with  wonderful  commu¬ 
nications  of  the  divine  energy  ;  they  were  indeed 
living  temples  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  Chrift 
ivrought  in  their  faith  and  by  their  faith  :  and 
therefore,  many  mighty  works  did  Ihew  forth  them. 
Selves  in  them  :  but  when  chriftians  forfook  their 
Jirft  love,  and  became  wedded  to  the  things  of 
this  world,  they  commenced  members  of  another 
kingdom,  their  fpiritual  power  departed  with  their 
Spiritual. life,  and  confequently  the  elfeds  ceafed. 


Under  this  vifible  dcclentlon  of  Chriftianity  in 
the  fpirit  and  power  of  it,  the .  outward  vifible 
church,  confeious  that  thofc  divine  fignaturcs  were 
departed  from  her,  and  that  Ihe  was  no  longer,  in 
f^eneral,  that  pure,  that  chafte,  that  heavenly 
fpoufe,  of  Chrift  all  glorious  within  and  marvel¬ 
lous  in  gifts  as  before,  began  to  deck  herfelf  in  all 
the  painted  and  pompous  ornaments  of  a  glittering 
outfidfi  worlhip  ;  magnificent  temples,  with  much 
imagery  and  fculpture,  were  erected  and  beautified 
ivith  all  that  men’s  art  and  device  could  proje^ 
and  execute  ;  coftly  veftments,  gilded  furniture,  &c. 
\vere  introduced  into  the  churches,  as  well  to  feed 
the  pride  of  man,  as  make  a  faftimonious  (how,  and 
Tupply  the  want  of  true  rilhes.  It  was  now  alfo 
that  men  began  to  fetch  their  divinity  from  the 
fchools,  and  to  fubftitute  human  learning  in  the 


CIIKiSTIAN’s  MAGAZINE. 


i6p 

room  of  that  wifdom  which  is  from  above,  wdiilfl 
a  fyftem  of  opinions,  diftinflions,  and  curious  fpe- 
culations  on  the  one  hand,  and  a  gorgeous  cere¬ 
monial  on  the  other,  made  up  the  religion  of  the 
times. 

From  this  glance  of  things,  thus  far  there  is  too 
jnuch  reafon  to  conclude,  that  true  chriftianity  was 
far  from  gaining  ground  from  the  time  of  its  eftab- 
lifhment  downwards,  and  that  earthly  riches  and  ho¬ 
nours  proved  means  ill  fuited  to  advance  the  interefl: 
of  evangelical  piety  ;  nor  is  it  difficult  to  point  out 
wherein  the  church,  in  thefe  more  early  days,  mif- 
took  her  province  and  loft  her  veay. 

But  the  Lord  who  never  leaves  himfelf  without 
witriefles  even  in  times  of  the  greateft  degeneracy, 
and  who  raifed  up  prophets  of  old  to  reclaim  the 
apoftate  Jev/s  from  their  idolatry,  has  in  all  ages  of 
the  church  called  forth  holy  men,  animated  with 
a  pure  and  fervent  zeal  for  his  glory  and  the  good 
of  fouls,  to  bear  their  public  teftimony  to  the 
truth,  arid  to  fecure  religion  from  ignorance,  er¬ 
ror,  and  corruption.  Accordingly  v/e  read  of 
Waldo,  in  Lyons,  Claude,  Archbifhop  of  Turin, 
Thomas  a’Kempis,  Wickliff,  Luther  and  others, 
either  boldly  protefting  againft  fuch  innovations  in 
doftrine,  as  had  endangered  the  foundation  of  rc^ 
ligion,  or  built  thereon  nothing  better  than  a  rot¬ 
ten  fuperftrufture  of  wood,  hay,  and  ftubble ;  or 
leading  the  darkaefs  and  formality  of  an  out- 
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fide  worfJnp,  to  repentance  from  dead  works  and  a 
living  faith,  to  a  righteoufnefs  and  truth  in  the  in¬ 
ward  parts  :  nor  ought  we  to  think  fo  uncharita- 
My  of  thofe,  who  were  out  of  the  reach  of 
their  iirflruclion  and  examples,  as  therefore  to 
conclude  there  were  wanting  among  them  many 
holy  fouls  who,  though  in  much  v/eaknefs  and 
fuperftition,  yet  in  fimpiicity  and  true  devotion, 
found  their  way  to  God,  and  were  accepted  of 
him. 


An  author  of  church  hiflory,  (Mr.  Fuller)  who 
betrays  i:o  partiality  in  favour  of  the  afcetic  life, 
gives  the  following  account  of  feme  Britifli  Monks, 
who  lived  according  to  the  rule  of  St.  David,  at 
Nall  R  ofine  in  Pcmbrokefliire.  They  w  ere  raifed 
with  the  crowing  of  the  cock  from  their  beds,  and 
then  betook  themfclves  to  their  prayers,  and  fpent 
the  refl  of  the  day  in  their  feveral  callings.  When 
their  taflc  w  as  done,  they  again  bellowed  themfelvcs 
in  prayers,  meditations,  reading,  and  writing ; 
and  at  night,  when  the  heavens  v/cre  full  of  ftars, 
they  firfl  began  to  feed,  having  their  temperate  re- 
paft  to  fatisfy  hunger,  on  bread,  w^ater,  and  herbs  : 
then  the  third  time  they  w^ent  to  their  prayers  and 
fo  to  bed,  till  the  circulation  of  their  daily  employ¬ 
ment  returned  in  the  morning.  A  fpec^acle  this  of 
virtue  and  continence!  who  although  they  received 
nothing  or  any  thing  very  unwillingly,  yei  were  fo 
far  from  wanting  necciTaries,  that  by  their  pains 
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they  provided  fuftenance  for  many  poor’people,  or« 
phans,  widows,  and  ftrangers.” 

To  the  above-mentioned  names,  fucceedcd  at 
fome  diftance,  the  illuftrious  catalogue  of  refor¬ 
mers  both  at  home  and  abroad,  who  pared  off 
many  errors  and  fuperflitions  from  religion,  and 
exalted  the  dodrines  of  divine  grace,  on  the  down¬ 
fall  of  the  merits,  indulgences,  and  other  lucra¬ 
tive  figments  of  man’s  invention.  The  people 
\vere  now  permitted  to  read  the  bible  :  the  pub¬ 
lic  fcrvice  of  the  church  was  performed  in  a  lan¬ 
guage  underftood  by  all,  and  perfecution  was  no 
longer  eftablilhed  by  law'.  ,  And  though  it  is  gene¬ 
rally  allowed,  that  the  reformers  went  too  far  w'ith 
Calvin  in  fome  particular  points,  yet  a  church  fo 
well  ordered  and  modelled  in  the  main  of  her 
doftrines  and  conllitution,  had  little  rcafon  to  com¬ 
plain  of  fome  few  tenets,  w'hich  in  the  hands  of 
moderate  men,  could  do  no  hurt  to  religion.  But 
to  evince,  how  infufficient  all  outward  reformations 
are  to  attain  their  end,  where  the  heart  is  unre- 
hew’ed  by  grace  :  Our  forefalliers  weic  no  fooner 
fefeued  a  fecend  time  from  the  yoke  of  bondage  in 
Queen  Elizabeth’s  days  :  but  they  entangled  them- 
felves,  and  difturbed  the  peace  of  the  church  with 
difputes  about  the  moft  indifferent  ihing.s,  whilft 
opinions  concerning  the  preference  due  to  this  or 
that  fervice  book,  particular  veftments,  bodily  gef- 
tures ;  yea,  even  the  figure  and  utuation  of  a  com- 
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Hiunion  table,  proved  of  greater  force  to  divide 
their  affections  ;  than  their  agreement  in  fundamen¬ 
tal  doftrincs.  to  preferve  them  in  brotherly  love  : 
and  as  if  on  purpofe  to  teach  us,  not  to  place  our 
ftrength  and  confidence  in  any  well-framed  con- 
ftitution,  and  to  inftruft  us  in  our  need  of  continual 


watchfulnefs.  In  lefs  than  a  century,  the  dignity 
and  power  of  human  nature  began  to  be  highly 
thought  of :  then  men’s  attention  were  called  off 
from  the  infide  to  the  outfide  of  religion,  and  more 
pains  employed  to  decorate  the  form,  than  to  urge 
the  power  of  godlinefs  :  nor  did'  it  a  little  help  re¬ 
ligion  on  its  way-down  hill,  that  fome  w'ho  talked 
loudly  of  grace  and  the  fpirit,  fhewed  themfelves 
men  intoxicated  with  the  dregs  of  earthly  policy, 
thirfting  after  temporal  dominion,  and  turning 
faith  into  fa^lion.  This  ferved  to  confirm  preju¬ 
dices  already'  conceived  againft  doctrines  good  in 
themfelves,  but  difgraced  by  fome  who  held  the 
truth  in  unrighteoufnefs  :  Add  to  this,  that  an  over- 
ftrained  rigor  in  fome  things,  and  an  aukward  for¬ 
mality  of  the  behaviour  in  many  who  affumed  the 
garb,  but  wanted  the  life  of  religion  to  give  it 
comelinefs  and  grace,  proved  fo  difgufling  to  the 
oppofite  party,  that  to  avoid  the  name  of  precifians, 
they  caft  off  the  very  appearance  of  religion,  and 


fo  turned  liberty  into  licentioufnefs  :  Every  thing 
that  looked  like  piety,  was  now  termed  puritanifm  ; 
profanenefs  and  the  love  of  pleafure  knew  no 


bounds  j 


and  it  was  common  to  place  more  of 


il  1  * 
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nlty  and  religion,  in  drinking  bumpers  to  church 
and  ftate,  then  in  fober  ferioufnefs.  Politics,  and 
polemicks  began  now  to  have  a  great  fhare  in  the 
religion  of  the  times ;  and  this  occafioned  a  variable 
and  timc-ferving  kind  of  divinity.  Thus  the  fame 
dodrine  of  paffive  obedience  and  non-refiftancc, 
which  was  a  diftinguifhing  badge  of  orthodoxy  in 
one  reign,  was  calumniated  in  the  next ;  one  while 
he  was  thought  bell  affedted  to  the  church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  who  exclaimed  loudell  againit  the  church  of 
Rome  ;  and  foon  after  a  fpirit  of  moderation  ap¬ 
pearing  in  favour  of  fcrupulous  confciences,  that 
alarm  was  founded,  that  the  church  was  in  danger 
from  a  very  different  quarter  ;  and  the  rage  lately 
vented  againft  the  Papifts,  was  now  turned  agalnft 
the  Protellant  Diffenters  ;  the  majority  of  the  clla- 
Hiihment  efpoufed  the  quarrel,  and  parted  thcin- 
Iclves  into  the  nonfenfical  diftindions  of  High 
Church  and  Low  Church  :  while  a  mad  party-zeal 
ran  away  with  the  charity  of  both  Tides,  and  true 
religion  was  loft  in  the  fcuflle. 

The  enemies  of  revealed  religion  triumphed  at 
beholding  thefe  enormities  in  the  church,  and 
from  fuch  inconftancy  and  change  of  principles, 
fetched  arguments  in  favour  of  Infidelity.  They 
confidered  the  Clergy  as  labouring  more  to  fupport 
the  credit  of  a  party,  than  the  intereft  of  true 
piety,  and  were  tempted  to  think  that  nothing 
more  was  meant  by  a  church,  than  that  outward 

M 

/ 
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conftltution  of  it,  from  which  they  derived  their 
power  and  preferments  ;  and  that  which  contri¬ 
buted  to  the  growth  of  Deifm,  as  much  as  any 
thing  was  the  great  defection  from  the  doctrines  of 
the  Reformation — in  the  room  of  thefe,  dry  theo¬ 
logical  reafoning  and  moral  effays,  had  long  before 
been  fubftituted,  and  the  falhion  in  this  refpect  v  as 
not  altered  ;  the  prevailing  divinity  with  many  was 
a  fort  of  etliical,  political,  polemical  fomething, 
that  we  have  no  name  for  ;  a  kind  of  Chriftianity, 
with  little  or  nothing  of  Jefus  Chrift,  in  it ; — it 
came  not  tinctured  with  the  fpirit  of  the  gofpel, 
and  therefore  produced  no  fpiritual  effects  in  the 
temper  of  the  times.  How  long  this  continued  in 
fafiiion,  or  how  much  of  it  is  Hill- left,  I  take  not 
upon  me  here  to  affirm. 

A  learned  Divine  of  the  church  of  England,  In 
a  treatife  publilhed  about  the  time  I  am  fpeaking 
of,  wherein  he  freely  cenfures  the  defeat  before- 
mentioned,  together  with  that  erroneous  way  of 
debafing  Chriftianity  to  a  level  with  natural  re¬ 
ligion,  made  ufe  of  by  fome  celebrated  divines  then 
living,  and  whofe  writings  are  ftill  held  in  too 
high  eftimation  by  many,  exprcfl'cd  himfelf  thus : 
“  It  is  verily  a  fault  in  too  many  of  the  public 
teachers  of  our  times,  that  their  fermons  are  ge¬ 
nerally  moral  harrangues,  as  if  they  wWe  preach¬ 
ing  at  old  Rome  or  Athens,  and  thdr  auditors 
'verc  all  infidels,”  We  fee  the  bad  effects  of  this  oii 
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more  a’ccounts  than  one  ;  the  conflant  infifting  o;i 
nothing  but  morality,  hath  infpired  men’s  heads 
with  this  notion,  that  revealed  religion  is  ot  little 
confideration  or  worth  ;  and  this  hath  been  one 
great  occafion  of  Dcifm. — Since  preachers  have 
confined  their  dilcourfes  as  to  the  main,  to  morality, 
there  hath  been  lefs  fuecefs  in  preaching  than  ever  : 
There  are  a  plenty  of  c.Kcellent  difeourfes  from  the 
pulpit,  wherein  the  nature  of  all  moral  offices  are 
fet  forth  :  but  notwithftanding  this,,  there  never 
was  lefs  morality  in  men’s  lives  and  actions  ;  which 
ffiews  that  there  is  fomething  of  an  higher  nature 
wanting — and  that  the  bare  ineul-cating  of  moral 
duties  and  virtuous  living,  is  not  fufficient  to  mend 
men’s  practices.” 

LTo  le  continu'd.1 


Tor  the  EXPERIENCED  CHRISTIAN’S  MAGAZINE. 

The  Life  and  Death  cf  two  young  Ladies ^  contrajicd. 

[By  a  LADY.] 

The  defign  of  this  little  Piece,  is  to  hold-  up 
to  view,  by  two  charafters,  the  difference 
that  education  makes  through  liie  ;  and  generally 
in  death.  ]\Ielissa  v/as  the  daughter  of  a  man  of 
fortune  and  fafhion  ;  and  being  an  only  child, ‘the 
affections  of  her  parents  centered  in  her.  Her 
difpofitlon  was  naturally  fweet,  and  complying  ;  her 
tmderftanding  good  ;  and  there  was  an  amiable 
timidity  about  her,  that  indicated  refinement. 
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At  feven,  fhe  was  lent  to  fchool,  where  flie 
formed  an  intimacy  with  a  young  girl  nearly  of  her 
'>wn  age.  The  name  of  this  young  Lady  was 
Isabella.  Her  parents  were  remarkable  for  their 
piety,  and  had  alfo  but  this  one  child.  It  was  the 
wifli  of  their  fouls,  and  their  daily  prayer  to  Al¬ 
mighty  God,  that  file  might  be  trained  up  in  early 
piety,  and  be  received  by  a  living  faith  into  the 
number  of  Chrid’s  little  ones.  With  this  obje(d: 
ever  in  fight,  they  endeavoured  to  inflrucl  her  in 
the  nature  of  thofe  engagements  they  had  entered 
into  in  her  name,  and  that  fhe  mull  fulfil  them  for 
herfelf.  Her  little  heart  would  fometimes  melt 
•with  tendcrnefs,  and  Ihe  would  retire,  and  pray 
that  the  earned  wiflies  of  her  parents  might  meet 
its  accomplifhment ;  though  as  yet  die  underflood 
not  the  full  import  of  them.  This  little  family  was 
a  model  for  order,  neatnefs,  indudry,  and  economy. 
Tt  was  a  rule  of  the  houfe,  to  rife  in  the  winter 
before,  and  in  dimmer  with  the  fun.  At  one  hour 
all  aflembled  in  the  parlour  morning  and  evening, 
for  the  purpofe  of  imploring  the  divine  adldancc 
and  protection  in  time,  and  through  eternity.  The 
manner  of  it  was  this  :  they  read  in  the  morning,  a 
chapter  in  the  Old  Tcdament,  and  a  Pfalm  in  the 
evening  in  the  New,and  fang  a  hymn.  And  thenMr. 
Leeds  prayed  with  fuch  an  elevation  of  devotion, 
and  fuch  a  mixture  of  love  and  humility,  as  often 
fent  his  hearers  weeping  to  their  chambers.  This 
mode  of  life  was  never  interrupted  by  any  circuoi* 
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ftance,  or  fet  afide  by  any  intention.  Part  of  their 
time  was  fpcnt  in  town,  and  part  in  <  the  country. 
Their  circumftances  were  affluent,  but  they  were 
fed  with  temperance,  and  cloathed  with  frugality. 
And  what  others  lay  out  in  the  coftly  trappings  of 
pride,  was  by  them  beflo-wed  on  the  unfortunate 
and  induftrious  poor.  Something  confiderable  was 
fet  aflde  for  the  noblefl  of  all  charities.  That  of 
fpreading  the  glorious  gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  which  was  commanded  to  be  preached  to 
all  nations. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leeds  had  a  particular  regard  for 
the  Clergy  of  all  Churches  ;  and  it  w'as  a  rule  with 
him,  v'hich  he  never  departed  from,  not  to  difpute 
with  any  about  particular  tenets,  the  practice  w'as 
the  main  thing  which  pleafed  or  grieved  him.  His 
houfe  W’as  to  them  indeed  a  refling  place,  where 
they  were  lovingly  fuppfled  w’ith  every  thing  they 
could  want  or  defire.  And  fure  they  did  not  lofe 
the  reward.  How  rriany  blifsful  hours  have  they 
fpent  together :  comforting  and  encouraging  one 
another,  praifing  and  blelflng  the  God  of  all  their 
mercies  and  their  hopes.  Oft-times  their  cups  run 
over,  and  they  felt  a  little  heaven  opened  in  their 
fouls.  The  young  Ifabella  would  fometimes  catch 
the  fpreading  flame,  and  her  heart  befw’eetly  drawm 
out  with  defires  to  ferve  God,  and  give  herfelf  to 
him.  Though  entitled  by  her  birth  and  fortune, 
to  move  in  the  firft  circles  in  America,  this  was  not 
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her  parents  wlili  refpecting  her.  They  defired  ra¬ 
ther  to  fee  her  good,  than  great ;  and  inftrucled 
her  with  an  eye  to  eternity,  where  they  hoped  to 
meet  their  darling,  and  receive  her  thanks  for  their 
judicious  choice. 


She  was  neither  taught  dancing,  mafic,  or  paint 
ing  ;  but  was  w’ell  inllructed  in  reading,  writing, 
arithmetic,  geography,  and  aftronomy.  As  flie 
grew  up,  file  read  Ibme  of  the  mofi:  celebrated  liif- 
Torians  ;  her  library  was  furninied  with  fome  of  the 
firfl  travels,  and  the  moil  admired  periodical  wri¬ 
ters  :  books  of  divinity  filled  the  refi:  of  the  flielves  ; 
snd  thefe  were  the  beft  that  could  be  procured  ; 
containing  the  mofi:  eflential  truths  of  the  Gofpel, 
and  written  in  the  befi:  manner. 


Meliffa  was  taken  from  the  fchool,  tvhere  fhe  was 
taught  the  firfl  rudiments  of  her  education,  and 
placed  at  a  boarding  fchool ;  where  fhe  was  accom- 
piifhcd  at  a  very  great  expcnce  of  time  and  money, 
w  ith  the  things  neceifary  to  fit  a  young  lady  to  fiiine 
in  high  life. 

The  young  friends  however  fomerimes  met  at 
each  other’s  houfes,  and  ftill  retained  a  tender  regard 
for  each  other.  At  fourteen,  Melifla  left  fchool, 
highly  endowed  with  every  fliining  advantage  that 
her  education  could  confer.  She  was  indeed  the 
pride  and  ornament  of  the  fchool : — Alas !  fweet 

•  r  • 

IMeliffa,  what  did  not  thy  capacity,  application,  and 
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pliability  proniife — but  thou  art  now  only  fitted  to 
become  more  and  more  a  child  of  wrath  :  inltead 

of  being  inftru(5led,  as  thy  parents  promifed  for 

* 

thee,  to  turn  thy  back  on  the  pomps  and  vanities  of 
a  wicked  world,  they  have  taken  pains  to  give  thee 
a  relilh  for  them.  Thy  precious  foul  which  is  to 
exifi:  through  all  eternity  is  left  to  the  hazard  of  a 
moment. — Ah  too  cruel  parent!  will  not  the  im¬ 
mortal  part  of  this  lovely  victim  of  folly,  be  re¬ 
quired  at  thy  hands.  Bring  up  a  chihl  in  the  way 
he  Ihould  go,  and  when  he  is  old,  he  will  not  depart 
from  it. 

T  he  beauty,  talents,  fortune,  wit,  and  good  hu¬ 
mour,  of  the  fair  MelilTa,  drew  around  her,  early 
in  life,  a  number  of  admirers  of  both  fexes.  '  Her 
time  was  either  taken  up  with  company,  or  in  pre¬ 
paration  for  it :  and  at  night  flie  would  hurry  to  bed, 
without  one  thought  of  God  or  eternity  for  weeks 
together.  Ifabella  on  the  contrary  became  more 
thoughtful :  ilie  faw  plainly  there  was  a  life  and 
power  in  religion,  which  (he  was  not  fo  happy  as  to 
enjoy.  One  day  after  having  drclled  herfelf  with 
ftudied  neatnefs,  Ihe  w'ent  to  pay  a  vifit  to  her  friend 
Meliffa,  whom  Ihe  had  not  feen  in  a  long  time.  SL-s 
found  her  alone,  playing,  and  fmging  a  fong  much 
in  fafliion.  On  feeing  Ifabella,  flic  haftily  arofe 
from  her  inftrument,  and  taking  her  in  her  arms, 
embraced  her  with  the  warmeft  aftection,  and  prayed 
her  to  be  feated,  I  fcarccly  know  you  again,  faid 
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Ifabclla,  you  are  fo  tall,  and  fo  much  changed  in 
your  drefs  fince  I  laft  faw  you.  ’Tis  a  very  long 
while',  indeed,  replied  Mellifla ;  your  flay  in  the 
country  has  exceeded  the  ufual  time ;  and  many, 
many  things  have  happened  fmee  laft  w^e  met.  But 
dear  girl,  your  drefs  is  too  much  on  the  CHiaker 
order :  and  extremes  ought  always  to  be  avoided. 
You  know,  faid  Ifabella,  the  fimple  manner  ill 
which  I  have  been  brought  up  :  were  I  to  drefs  other- 
wife,  it  would  caufe  pain  to  the  beft  of  parents ; 
and  my  love,  and  refpecl  is  fuch  for  them,  I  w'ould 
make  any  facrifice  to  their  eafe,  and  pleafure.  And 
now  my  dear,  having  launched  into  the  great  world, 
do  you  find  it  fo  charming  as  .  you  ufed  to  fup- 
pofe  ?  A  thoufand  times  more  fo,  faid  IMelifla  w  ith 
quicknefs  :  you  cannot  imagine  till  you  have  tried, 
how  pleafant  attention  and  attendance  is.  I  am 
never  alone,  and  fcarce  a  day  palfes  without  pre- 
fenting  me  with  fome  new  pleafure,  or  fome  new 
purfuit.  I  am  like  a  bufy  bee  in  a  garden  of  fine 
fiow'crs,  W'here  every  one  is  fo  inviting  I  know  not 
where  to  alight.  It  is  I  believe  a  good  comparifon, 
faid  Ifabclla  fmiling ;  but  what  will  become  of  the 
poor  little  flutterer  when  the  flowers  are  gone,  and 
winter  comes  on,  without  provifion.  Company 
now'  began  to  pour  in  like  a  torrent,  and  Ifabella’s 
attention  was  w'holly  taken  up  in  obfervation. 

Ifabella  could  not  like  Meliflfa  be  called  a  beauty, 

but  there  was  that  in  her  countenance,  complexion. 
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cn,  perfon,  and  artlcfs  manners  which  would  ever 
call  forth  the  attention  of  every  one,  and  infpire  a 
wilh  to  know  mora  of  her,  than  a  Ihort  acquaint¬ 
ance  could  teach.  The  gentlemen  one  after  another 
requefted  an  introduclion,  and  fome  of  them  ga¬ 
thering  in  a  circle  around  her,  endeavoured  to 
amufe  her  w’ith  the  ufual  fubje6ts  of  polite  converfa- 
tion.  Ifabella  frankly  affured  them  on  all  th'efe 
topics  Ihe  was  entirely  ignorant ;  but  not  without 
blulhing  at  the  fame  time,  to  think  how  Ihe  muft 
fmk  from  their  good  opinion. 

The  converfation  began  to  grow'  lively  ;  and 
more  general.  MelilTa  conftantly  difcovered  new' 
talents  for  plcafing,  w'hile  her  fw'eetnefs  and  wit, 
kept  pace  with  each  other,  and  made  her  the  life 

A 

and  admiration  of  the  company.  All  was  new  to 
Ifabella— Ihe  had  never  been  in  fuch  a  circle  :  Ihe 
was  all  eye— nothing  efcaped  her — and  every  im- 
preflion  was  lively,  ' and  attended  with  an  uncafy 
mixed  fenfation  of  pleafure  and  pain.  She  at 
length  came  to  depart,  and  a  young  gentleman  of 
the  company  waited  on  her  home  ; .  having  entered 
into  her  charader,  they  gave  the  difeourfe  a  moral 
turn,  in  order  to  be  pleafmg  ; .  and  w  hen  they  ar¬ 
rived  at  her  houfe,  exprefled  the  higheft  fatisfadlioii 
from  his  ihort  acquaintance,  and  ftrong  defire  to  be 
permitted  to  vifit  her  in  future. 

N 
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The  good  father  had  been  expeding  his.dar. 
ling  daughter  for  feme  time  with  a  degree  of 
anxiety,  well  knowing  the  danger  to  which  fiic  was 
expofed.  He  rofe  as  foon  as  he  heard  a  knock  at 
the  door,  to  open  it ;  and  his  fudden  appearance, 
fared  Ifabella  the  embarraffment  of  a  reply  to  the 
above  requeft,  which  was  great  relief.- 
• 

Mr.  Leeds  taking  her  hand,  conduded  her  to  the 
parlour  ;  where  after  flie  was  feated  a  few  moments, 
aiked  with  a  look  full  of  meaning.  And  where  has 
my  daughter  been  gleaning  to-day? — Indeed  Sir, 
laid  flic,  I  can  give  you  very  little  fatisiadion  on 
that  head.  I  have  feen  fomething  of  the  gay  .world, 
and  find  my  friendMelifla  immerfed  in  its  pleafures  ; 
ihe  is  beautiful  and  engaging,  improved  in  her 
**  manners,  and  refined  in  her  converfatiqn.  ■  Had  no 
ideas  of  accountability  palled  my- mind,  I  Ihould 
have  found  great  plcafure  in  my  vifit,  She  thei> 
recounted  all  that  palled. — In  fuch  circles,  my 
child,  you  only  fee  the  bright  fide  of  the  pidure  ; 
’tis  the  ftudy  of  all  to  be  agreeable,  and  there  is 
nothing  to  alarm  our  virtues  in  thefe  little  parties  : 
*tis  this  makes  them  the  more  dangerous ;  the  mind 
infenfibly  becomes  entangled,  and  led  away  from 
(jod  ;  and  the  Creature  fupplanteth  the  Creator. 
I’ell  me  frankly,  my  Ifabella,  are  you  as  happy  as 
you  were  this  morning.  Indeed  no.  Sir — my  mind 
is  all  afloat,  and  I  can  think  of  nothing,  but  what 
I  have  feen  and  heard.  The  novelty  of  the  fcone 


“^roiild  naturally  have  this,  eflect  on  you.  I  have 
indeed  feenChriflians  eflcntially  hurt  by  fuch  impro¬ 
per  aflociatioiis  i  the  fpirit  of  the  world  is  too  eafily 
caught ;  and  when  contra£led,  with  ditficuly  fhakcn 
off.  That  profeffor  who  does  not  find  it  a  painful 
refort  to  be  engaged  with  the  gay  world,  unlcfs 
where  a  profpeiS  of  doing  good  offers,  had  beft 
flridlv  examine  his  heart,  to  know  what  mafler  he 
ferves.  But  this  is  not  your  cale,  *  my  beloved 
daughter:  your  baptifmal  vows  are  upon  you,  ftill 

unfulfilled — We  have  given  you  to  God  ;  but  you 
•  *  ^  • 
have  not  given,  yourfelf.  We  have  made  promifes 

in  your  name,  which  .you  muff  fulfil,  or  perifh  for 

ever.  Ah!  cried  her  tender  mother,  throwing  her 

arms  about  her  neck,  and  prefling  her  to  her  bofom  ; 

how  could  I  bear  fuch  a  feparation.  from  my  only 

child. — Oh,  my -Ifabella  I  it  muff  hot  be;  one 

heaven  muff  contain  our  little  family.  I  can  fpare 

none  of  you,  faid  fhe,  clafping  her  hufband  with 

the  other,  and  holding  all  moft  dear  in  life  to  her 

affciffionate  embrace — liabelia's  heart  was  deeply. 

penetrated—her  tears  ftreamed—flic  befought.  the- 

prayers  of  both  her  parents ;  .confeffed  fhe  never 

faw  herfelf  hi  fuch  vile  colours  ;  and  put  up  fervent, 

bin  fliort  petitions,  for  afliffancs  in  her  diffrefs.* 

From  thefe  few  fincere,  well-timed  expoftulations. 
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made  a  folemn  addrefs  to  the  Almighty ;  every  word 

of  which  funk  into  the  heart  of  the  young  Ifabella, 

and  her  tears  copioully  followed  them.  After  family 

duty,  each  parent  ki/Ting  and  blelling  their  darling 

daughter,  recommended  her  to  Jefus  the  friend  of 

finners :  Ifabella  retired  with  the  deepeft  humility 

and  fevere  conviction,  and  walked  flowly  to  her 

chamber.  When  Ihe  had  Ihut  the  door,  flie  cried 

0 

out :  and  can  one  fo  guilty,  fo  deferving  of  eternal 
punifhment,  hope  for  mercy  and  forgivenefs^.  In  a 
flood  of  tears  flie  proftrated  on  the  floor,  andbe- 
fought  the  Almighty  for  pity  and  pardon  only  for  the 
fake  of  Jefus.  Her  agony  became  great :  Ihe  plead 
for  the  application  of  one  drop  of  that  mod  pre¬ 
cious  blood  which  cleanfes  from  all  fins :  flie  drug- 
glcJ  and  groaned— her  hands  were  clafped  togetherj 
thefwect  broke  out  from  every  pore — her  eyes  were 
raifed  to  heaven ;  and  flie  was  taking  the  kingdom 
by  holy  violence :  A  ray  of  light  broke  in  upon  her 
foul,  the  fliadows  difperfed  ;  the  Sun  of  Righte- 
oufnefs  arofe  with  healing  in  his  wings.  Her  for- 
rows  ceafed — her  burden  was  removed — flie  faw 
herfelf  a  new  creature — and  a  rapture  of  joy  and 
thankfgiving  took  place  in  her  happy  foul.  I  am 
received,  faid  flie,  fpringing  from  the  carpet,  and 
my  parents  fliall  fliare  my  felicity.  They  were  both 
dill  in  prayer,  and  rejoicing  with  the  heavenly  hods 
over  this  repenting  finner,  when  Ifabella  flew  in  the 
room,  and  throwing  herfelf  on  her  knees  before  her 
father,'  in  a  rapture  of  joy  enlivened  their  devotions 
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by  fliouting  hallelujah’s  to  God  and  the  T.amb.  I 

am  happy,  Ihe  exclaimed,  beyond  exprelTion  happy. 

The  load  of  fin  and  guilt  is  entirely  removed ;  I" 

know  Jefus  tailed  death  for  every  man ;  for  1  am 

received,  and  Jefus  Chrift  is  in  me  the  hope  of 

glory. — My  dear  Mamma,  I  fee  with  new  eyes,  I  hoar 

with  new  ears ;  fpeak  to  me— I  can  never  deferibe 

hew  unfpeakably  dear  you  both  are  to  me  at  this 

moment.  We  are  now,  my  dear  daughter,  faid  the 

tranfported  father,  embracing  her,  bound  to  each 

other  by  new,  and  more  delightful  ties  than  ever.' 

Your  looks  teftify  to  me  the  reality  of  the  new  birth,' 

and  I  am  convinced  that  there  is  not  in  the  wide  cic'a-- 

tion,  a  happier  parent  than  I  feef  niyfelf  at  this' 
# 

mom«nt.  I  think,  faid  the  fmiling  Ifabella,  I  could 
fly  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  to  ferve  my  blelled  mailer, 
and  bring  imrnortal  fouls  to  tafte  of  this  fountain, 
which  affords  fuch  pure  enjoyments.  Ah,  why,  faid’ 
Ihe,  are  any  fo  dead  to  their  own  interefts,  as  to’ 
be  fatisfied  with  any  thing  the  world  can  promifej 
or  bellow.  I  never  was  happy  till  now — a  crown' 
and  a  kingdom,  with  every  thing  in  the  bargain 
which  fenfe  can  demand,'  were  baubles  to  what  I 
this  inllant  experience.  After  an  hour  fpent  in! 
praifmg  God,  and  in  mutual  congratulations,'  they- 
feparated  again  for  reft— Ifabella  fell  afleep  with  the' 
praifes  of  God  on  her  lips,  and  heart  glowing  with 
gratitude.  She  dreamed  Ihe  was  the  care  of '  guar-' 
dian  angels,  who  were  vifible  to  her  eyes,  were  to- 
attend  her  through  the  Ihort  journey  of  life,  and. 
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made  a  folemn  addrefs  to  the  Almighty ;  every  word 

of  which  funk  into  the  heart  of  the  young  Ifabella, 

and  her  tears  copioufly  followed  them.  After  family 

duty,  each  parent  kifling  and  bleffing  their  darling 

daughter,  recommended  her  to  Jefus  the  friend  of 

iinners :  Ifabella  retired  with  the  deepeft  humility 

and  fevere  conviction,  and  walked  flowly  to  her 

chamber.  When  flie  had  Ihut  the  door,  flie  cried 

# 

out :  and  can  one  fo  guilty,  fo  deferving  of  eternal 
punilhinent,  hope  for  mercy  and  forgivenefs.  In  a 
flood  of  tears  fhe  proftrated  on  the  floor,  and  be- 
fought  the  Almighty  for  pity  and  pardon  only  for  the 
fake  of  Jefus.  Her  agony  became  great :  fhe  plead 
for  the  application  of  one  drop  of  that  moft  pre¬ 
cious  blood  which  cleanfes  from  all  fins :  flie  ftrug- 
rled  and  groaned— her  hands  were  clafped  together; 
thefwea*  broke  out  from  every  pore — her  eyes  were 
railed  to  heaven ;  and  flie  was  taking  the  kingdom 
by  holy  violence  :  A  ray  of  light  broke  in  upon  her 
foul,  the  fliadows  difperfed  ;  the  Sun  of  Righte- 
oufnefs  arofe  with  healing  in  his  wings.  Her  for- 
rows  ceafed — her  burden  was  removed — flie  faw 
herfelf  a  new  creature — and  a  rapture  of  joy  and 
thankfgiving  took  place  in  her  happy  foul.  I  am 
received,  faid  flie,  fpringing  from  the  carpet,  arid 
my  parents  ftiall  fliare  my  felicity.  They  were  both 
ftill  in  prayer,  and  rejoicing  with  the  heavenly  hofts 
over  this  repenting  finner,  when  Ifabella  flew  in  the 
room,  and  throwing  herfelf  on  her  knees  before  her 
father,'  in  a  rapture  of  joy  enlivened  their  devotions 
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by  fliouting  hallelujah’s  to  God  and  the  Lamb.  L 
am  happy,  flie  exclaimed,  beyond  expreflion  happy. 
The  load  of  fin  and  guilt  is  entirely  removed ;  L 
know  Jefus  tailed  death  for  every  man;  fori  am 
received,  and  Jefus  Chrill  is  in  me  the  hope  of 
glory. — My  dear  Mamma,  I  fee  with  new  eyes,  I  hear' 
with  new  ears  ;  fpeak  to  me — I  can  never  defcribe 
how  unfpeakably  dear  you  both  are  to  me  at  this 
moment.  .  We  are  now,  my  dear  daughter,  faidthe 
tranfported  father,  embracing  her,  bound  to  each- 
other  by  new,  and  more  dehghtfu!  ties  than  ever.' 
Your  looks  teftify  to  me  the  reality  of  the  new  birth,' 
and  I  am  convinced  that  there  is  not  in  the  wide  ci  ca¬ 
tion,  a  happier  parent  than  I  feel  myfelf  at  this' 
# 

moment.  I  think,  faid  the  fmiling  Ifabella,  I  could' 
fly  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  to  fervc'  my  blelTcd  mafter, 
and  bring  imrnortal-  fouls  to  fafte  of  this  fountain, 
which  aflTords  fuch  pure  enjoyments.  Ah,  why,  faid' 
flie,  are  any  fo  dead  to  their  own  interclls,  as  to 
be  fatisfied  with  any  thing  the  world  can  promife; 
or  bellow.  I  never  was  happy  till  now — a  crown' 
and  a  kingdom,  wth  every  thing  in  the  bargain' 
■which  fenfe  can  demand,'  were  baubles  to  what  I' 
this  inflant  experience.  After  an  hour  fperit  iri 
praifmg  God,  and  in  mutual  congratulations,'  they* 
feparated  again  for  reft — Ifabella  fell  alleep  with  the' 
praiies  of  God  on  her  lips,  and  heart  glowing  with 
gratitude.  She  dreamed  Ihe  was  the  careof 'guar-' 
dian  angels,  who  were  vifible  to  her  eyes,  were  to- 
attend  her  through  the  fliort  journey  of  life,  and 
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then  to  conducl:  her  to  the  manfiohs  of  eternal  jay. 

She  arofe  with  the  rifinp;  fun,  her  thoughts  all  pure 

and  heavenly — and  haftened  to  pour  out  her  foul 

in  prayer  to  God ;  and  to  befeech  him,  to  enable  her 

to  guard  with  watchful  care,  the  facrcd  treafure  en- 

« 

trulted  to  her.  She  felt  an  intercourfe  v.as  open 
through  the  new,  the  living  way,  and  was  fenfible 
her  prayers  was  heard.  Anfwers  of  peace  defcended 
from  above,  and  illumined  her  happy  foul.  She  arofe’ 
from  her  knees  ftrengthene J  and  refrefh  ed ;  and 
walking  down  flairs,  found  the  family  had  already' 
met  for  duty.  Here  flie  found  the  preffure  of  the 
Lord,  and  indeed  all  around  partook  of  the  hea¬ 
venly  grant.  At  breakfaft  the  converfation  was  all 
on  good  fubjefls  ;  and  fuch  rules  for  holy  living  were 
laid  down  for  Ifabella,  as  flie  never  departed  from  to- 
her  dying  day.  Breakfafl  being  cleared  away,  and 
the  order  for  the  day  given  by  Mrs.  Leeds.  The 
mother  and  daughter  compofedly  fitting  at  their 
fewing,and  converfing  with  glowing  hearts  on  divnne 
fubjecls ;  when  a  loud  rap  was  heard.  There  is 
company,  faid  a  fervant — (hewing  in  Melilfa  and 
Theodore,  the  young  gentleman  who  had  waited  on 
Ifabella  home.  Mrs.  Leeds  •  and  her  I'aughter  re¬ 
ceived  them  with  an  eafy  friendly  politenefs  that 
knew  no  embarralTments.  This  day,  fai  l  Mrs.Leeds,: 
addrefTing  herfelf  to  Melilfa,  is  your  young  friend’s 
birth-day,  an  1  I  am  glad  to  fee  you  :  we  have  fent 
to  fome  of  our  moft  intimate  acquaintances  to  come, 
and  (hare  our  joy.  Indeed,  faid  Melilfa,  I  wifli  yO’U 
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much  happinefs,  and  many  returns  of-  this  period  ; 
If  my  coufin  was  not  prefent,  I  fliould  be  rude 
enough,  to  aik  how  old  you  are,  fori  am  fo  giddy, 
that  I  have  forgot.— -I  ought  to  blufh,  faid  Ifabella, 
to  acknowledge  before  any  one,  that  1  am  but  a 
babe,  fcarce  a  jiay  old — but  I  have  reafon  to  be  very 
thankful,  that  though  much  of  my  time  has  been 
fpent  unwifely,  yet  that  God  has  not  forgotten  to 
be  gracious.— always  thought  you  a  very  religious 
girl^  and  if  I  were  half  as  good,  I  fliould  think 
myfelf  fure  of  heaven.  Ah !  no :  I  have  not 
known  religion' till  now — believe  me,  my  dear  Me- 
lifla,  I  would  not  be  the  filly  creature  I  vl’as  yefterday,' 
for  a  thouf  and  worlds.— I  wifh,  faid  Ihe,  her  colour 
heightning,  and  her  eyes  fpai  kling  with  the  fire  of 
love,  I  wilh  I  could  convey  intolyour  bofom  the 
peace  and  happinefs  that  has,  attended  me  through 
this  day.  I  am  in  a  new.  vv'orld,  anti  every  tiling  con* 
fpires  to  encreafe  my  fclicityi  . 

[Zp' ^cf  cor.tinucd.'J-  '  .  ‘ 


ANECDOTE  of  ANTISTIiENES, 

‘  '  •  .  I 

’  Antisthenes'  being  alked  what  he  gofc  bylearit'*' 
ing,  anfwered,  that  he  could. talk  with  himfelf ;  could 
live  alone  ;  .  and*  needed  not  go  abroad'  ahi  .be 
beholden  to  others  for  delight. — Much  more  may 
he  fay.  this;  yea,  and’ much  more  than  this,  who 
hath  learned  Chrifl-  ah  l  the  truth,  as  it  is  ■‘in 
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On  PAIN. 

Ye  tedious  hours  of  pain, 

When  will  ye  roll  away  ? 

Ah  !  when  ihall  I  enjoy  again, 

The  well  nian^s  cal'y'  day  ? 

,  Lives,  then,  the  child  of  fin, 

Yet  breathes  , impatient  fighs  ? 

Know,  from  thy  lelf  thy  woes 
From  gnilt  thy  forrows  rife. 

*  Is  not  ihy  Maker  love? 
c  Is  not  his  anger  flow  ? 

,  Do  not  our  griefs  his  pity  move  f 
Can  he  enjoy  our  woe  ?  . 

Compaflionatc,  he  fees 

:  His  human  offspring  ftray ;  "  . 

And  oft  commiflions  fharp  -difeafe 
Our  wild  career  to  ftay.  _ 

'  Soon  as  contrition’s  eye 
'  Is  full,  with  humble  tear  ; 

bids  all  healing  mercy  fly,  -  *  • 

-  The  fainting  heart  to  chccr. .  -  -  •  -  .  •  - 

O  the  reviving  grace  .... 

His  proinifcs  diflill  ! 
p/Vltnighty  anodyne  they  chafe 

The  pain  from  every  ill.  *  ■  - 

Learn,  learn,  my  foul,  .to.  waif, 

Tili  thy  relcafc  is  giv’n. 

Blefs  him  who  made  a  fuifering  ftatc 
The  pupilage  for  hea%*n. 

TRUE  BELIEVERS. - Acrojic. 

C  HRIST  is  their  truft,  their  glory  and. their  guide  > 
H  is  holy  footfteps  they  afpire  to  trace  ; 

R  enouncing  fclf  they  nothing  fear  but  pride  ;  ' 
I  f  meek  and  lowly-— Jefus  has  the  praife. 

S  cal’d  by  the  fpirit  of  their  Father,  God,- 
T  heir  works  and  vlrtncs  to  his  glory  fhinc. 

1  n-dwelling  love  proclaims  his  praife  abroad, 

A  nd  all  their  hearts,  and  all  their  tongues  conjoin> 
N  ot  unto  us— the  elory  Lord  be  thine. 


O 
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For  FebevarT' 


COMFORT  for  MOURNERS 


Lift  up  your  heads  ye  weeping  famts,  and 
no  longer  indulge  a  melancholy  fadnefs.  Why 
are  ye  fo  bound  by  that  gloomy  chain,  and  are 
laying,  “  You  fliall  never  more  fee  light,  and  ever 
“  be  a  flranger  to  joy  and  felicity?”  What,  is 
tihere  no  Saviour,  no  promife,  no  relief  to  be 
found  ?  Come,  defponding  fouls,  draw  near,  and 
liften.  to  the  animating;  words  of  a. precious  Re¬ 
deemer  ;  “  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour  and 
**  are  heavy  laden,  and  l  will  give  you  reft.”  His 
heart  is  full  of  compalfton,  and  pregnant  with 
love  towards  you  :  He  is  a  High  Prieft,  touched 
with  a  feeling  of  your  infirmities  ;  he  fymphatizes 
with,  while  Ire  engages  to  blefs  and  keep  you.  It 
is  true  you  may  be  dejedted,  but  you  fhall  not  be 
rejected.  Remember  that  all  the  favourites  of 
heaven  mull  experience  many  a  dark  night  as  w'ell 
as  fun-fliiny  days.  The  way  to  heaven  is  not  all 
pl^fantnefs.  And' why  is  it  that  the  Lord  choofes 
to  bring  his  people  through  fo  much  trouble  and 
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aflliction  ?  It  is  to  make  them  humble  :  wc  arc  apt 
to  think  much  of  ourfelves  when  all  goes  on  well ; 
and  Satan  then  clothes  us  with  the  garment  of 
pride.  The  Lord  out  of  love  and  kindnefs  to  our 
fouls,  fends  fonie  lharp  trial  to  ftrip  us  of  that, 
and  to  put  on  the  garment  of  humility.  God  hates 
pride,  and  fo  (hould  his  people  ;  but  alas  !  this  evil 
weed  is  too  apt  to  grow  after  it  has  been  cut ;  and 
therefore  we  need  continual  fufferings  for  continu¬ 
al  humblings.  Humility  is  a  flar,  which  ought  to 
Lc  worn  on  the  breaft  of  every  prince  of  heaven  ; 
and  God  fometimes,  becaufc  it  fhould  not  loic  its 
luflre,  keeps  it  poliflied  by  various  trials.  One  rea- 
fon,  then,  of  thy  being  fo  call  down  in  thy  mind 
is,  O  Chrillian,  that  pride  may  be  cad  down  from 
thy  foul.  Another  caufe  of  the  Lord’s  afllifting 
thee  is,  to  make  himfelf  more  precious  to  thee* 

Perhaps  thou  art  beginning  to  be  indifferent  and 
carelefs  about  thy  adorable  Mafter.  “  O  yes,  (  mo- 
thinks  I  hear  one  fay)  it  is  on  account  of  this  that 
1  mourn  and  forrow  ;  I  weep  over  my  own  heart 
when  I  confider  how  little  I  love  my  Jefus  j  I  do 
not  live  to  him  as  I  ought ;  I  do  not  fpeak  of  him 
enough.  Indeed,  inftead  of  getting  more  lively,  I 
think  I  get  more  dead.”  Well,  then,  do  not  re¬ 
pine  at  the  Lord’s  exercifmg  thee  with  fharp  fulfer- 
ings ;  it  is  to  make  thee  more  affive  and  fteady,  and 
to  take  away  thy  fpiritual  filth.  Jefus  is  a  wife  phy- 
fician,  and  he  can  put  a  little  fweet  in  the  bit- 
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ter  ;  but  if  fo  be  it  was  all  wormwood  that  he  gives, 
it  would  not  poifon  but  profit  thee.  But  perhaps 
by  thcfe  afPJdtions  he  •  is  weaning  thee  from  the 
world  and  creatures  :  Thy  dear  I>ord  has  feen  that 
thine  eye  has  been  fixed  upon  fome'  other  object  in- 
fiead  of  him.  By  being  in  the  world  we  fomeiiincs 
get  attached  to  it,  and  then  we  leave  God  as  it  v  ere 
half  our  hearts :  God  then  cuts  down  that  very 
flower  from  which  we  were  receiving  pleafure,  and 
we  are  taught  that  all  is  vanity  befide  him.  The 
Lord  be  praifed  therefore  for  trials,  v,'hen  they  an- 

f 

fwer  fuch  valuable  ends. 

Well,  believer,  art  t’noiT  mourning  on  account 
of  thefe  chaflenings  from  the  Lord  ? — Rather  re¬ 
joice  ;  and  ever  remember  that  the  v.ay  to  fields  of 
joy  is  through  the  dark' vales  of  trouble  and  foirow. 
But  perhaps  thou  art  mourning  by  rcafan  of  thy 
fins ;  this  is  much  better  than  rejoicing  at  them. 
It  is  an  evidence  fin  is  not  thy  rnaftcr  when  thou 
art  not  its  obeyer.  Therefore  look  tip  to  thy  dear 
Saviour,  and  foon,  ah  !  very  foon,  thv  borrow  fhail 
be  turned  into  joy,  and  thy  pain  into  pleafure. 
God  fliall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  thine  eyes ; 
and  thou  wilt  then  fee  tb/jt  the  Lord  has  led  thee 
forth  by  a  right  way. 


Soda]  Dufies — By  a  late  Author. 

A  GOOD  SON. 

HE  good  and  dutiful  fon,  is  one  who  ho- 
noureth  his  parents,  by  paying  them  the  utmofl: 
eace  and  refpe<^ ;  by  a  reverential  awe  and 
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veneration  for  them  ;  a  filial  afiedion  for  their  pes- 
fons,  and  a  tender  regard  for  their  fafety  and  pre- 
fervation  ;  a  coliftant  and  cheerful  attendance  to 
their  advice,  and  a  ready  and  implicit  obedience  to 

their  commands.  As  he  becometh  more  fen- 

0 

fible  of  his  obligations  to  them,  he  grows  every  day 
more  willing  and  felicitous  to  repay  them.  He  em- 
}>loys  his  youth  to  fupport  their  age  ^  his  abundance 
to  relieve  their  wants  ;  and  his  knowledge  and 
ftrength,  to  fupply  their  infirmities  and  decay.  He 
is  more  careful  of  his  charafter  and  reputation  in 
the  world,  becaufe  theirs  depend  upon  it.  Ever 
anxious  for  their  welfare,  attentive  to  their  happi- 
nefs,  he  endeavours,  by  every  method  in  his  pow¬ 
er,  to  prolong  their  days,  that  his  own  may  be  long 
in  the  land.  He  refts  allured  that  God  will  not  only 
blefs  obedient  children  here,  but  will  reward  them 
with  the  bleflings  of  heaven  hereafter,  where  it 
fliall  be  well  with  him  for  evermore ;  where  all 
the  relations  and  connexions  of  this  life  fliall  unite 
to  honour  the  one  great  Parent,  ProteXor,  Lord  and 
Mailer  of  us  ail. 

A  GOOD  FATHER. 

good  father  is  ever  humane,  tender  and 
A  afleXionate  to  his  children ;  he  treats  them 
therefore  with  lenity  and  kindnefs ;  correXs  with 
prudence,  rebukes  with  temper,  and  chaftifes  with 
rcluXance  ;  he  never  fullers  his  indulgence  to  de« 
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generate  into  weaknefs,  or  his  afFeftion  to  be  biaf- 
fed  by  partiality :  as  he  rejoices  in  tlieir  joy,  and 
participates  in  their  afflittions,  he  never  fufters  them 
to  want  a  blefling  which  he  can  bellow,  or  to  la¬ 
ment  an  evil  which  he  can  prevent ;  whilll  he  con- 
tinucth  with  them,  he  adminillers  to  their  prefent 
happinefs,  and  provides  for  their  future  felicity, 
when  he  lhall  be  removed  from  them ;  he  is  doubly 
cautious  in  preferving  his  own  charader,  becaufe 
theirs  depends  upon  it ;  he  is  prudent,  therefore, 
that  they  may  be  happy ;  induftrious,  that  they 
may  be  rich  :  good  and  virtuous,  that  they  may  be 
refpeded :  he  inllruds  them  by  his  life,  and 
teaches  them  by  his  example  ;  as  he  is  thoroughly 
fatisfied,  that  piety  is  the  fource  and  foundation  of 
every  virtue,  he  takes  care  to  bring  them  up  in  the 
nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord  : — that  they 
may  be  good  men,  he  endeavours  to  make  them 
good  chriftians  :  and  after  having  done  every  thing 
in  his  power  to  make  them  eafy  and  happy 
here,  points  out  to  them  the  only  infallible  means  of 
fecuring  eternal  blifs  and  tranquility  hereafter- 
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OU  furprize  me,  faid  MelilTa,  what  mighty 
A  difeovery  have  you  made  that  fo  much  con¬ 
tributes  to  elevate  your  looks  and  deportment  above 
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the  refl  of  your  follows.- — She  now  had  a  fair  op¬ 
portunity  to  give  her  friend  an  account  of  the  change 
flic  had  fo  lately  experienced  ;  which  flie  did  in  the 
fweeteft,  and  molt  artlefs  manner—her  bofom  throb- 
buig  with  hope,  that  her  young  companions  might 
be  perfuaded  to  fet  out  with  her,  on  a  journey  to 
Iicaven.  To  them  all  was  wonderful— they  had 
never  before  heard,  or  never  attended  to  aChriftian 
experience,  and  c’id  not  fuppofe  fuch  things  were 
known  fince  the  davs  of  St.  Paul . After  a  vifit 

j 

of  an  hour  or  more,  Mr.  Leeds  entered.  He  was 
uncommonly  happy,  and  feemed  in  all  things  like 
a  pure  inhabitant  of  another  region.  He  received 
Theodore  in  a  fweet  and  eafy  manner ;  and  going 
up  to  MelilTa,  he  faid,  taking  both  her  hands,  you 
look  well,  my  dear,  I  think  you  have  the  advantage 
of  your  friend  in  height ;  I  am  glad  to  fee  you : 
This  is  a  great  day  with  us,  and  I  want  you  to 
fliare  in  our  happinefs.  That  I  hope  always  to  have 
a  heart  to  do,  faid  MelilTa. 

Religion,  my  child,  hath  enjoyments  the  mo.^l 
pure,  the  moll;  elevated,  the  human  mind  is  fufeep- 
tible  of ;  they  come  from  God — they  lead  to  him  : 
to  be  capable  of  them,  we  mull  be  formed  anew  ; 
a  thorough  change  mull  take  place  in  all  our  paf- 
fiofts,  affeclions,  and  defires ;  this  may  be  the  work 
of  a  fliort  time,  as  in  the  cafe  of  my  Ifabella ;  but 
to  know  ourfelves  is  always  the  beginning  of  wif- 
doin.  If  we  would  only  lilten  to  the  Spirit  of  God? 
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v/e  fliould  finil  we  have  daily  calls  from  Heaven  : 
But  alas  !  how  few  regard  thcfe  folemn  admonitions, 
every  one  of  which,  will  appear  in  the  great  tlay 
of  account  againft  us,  and  condemn  the  guilty. 
Tell  me,  faid  he,  have  you  not  feen  the  vanity  of 
created  things,  and  have  not  even  thefe  faiii  happinefs 
is  not  in  us.  Why  certainly,  faid  Melifla,  I  have 
fometimes  been  difappointed  when  I  promifexl  my- 
fclf  too  much  ;  but  that  was  my  own  fault,  and  I 
fubmitteJ  to  the  punilliment — but  I  have  no  quarrel 
with  the  world— -1  find  it  a  very  pleafant  one — and 
I  fliould  be  very  unrcafonable,  not  to  be  well  con¬ 
tent  with  my  portion  of  enjoyment.  You  are 
young,  and  have  yet  only  feen  one  fide  of  the  pic¬ 
ture  :  but  I  will  venture  to  fay,  fhould  you  live  a 
few  years  longer,  you  will  tafte  with  thoufands  a 
mingled  cup.  Admitting  you  now  are  happy,  will 
it  bear  reflexion,  when  you  conllder,  that  here,  yoi^ 
have  no  continuance — that  In  a  year,  a  month,  a' 
week  hence,  you  may  be  in  eternity.  And  whi¬ 
ther  will  thefe  boafted  pleafures  lead.  What  is 
the  tendency  of  a  life  of  eafe,  or  laborious  nothing- 
nefs. — Great  heaven  !  what  would  be  my  death¬ 
bed  reflexions,  had  I  given  my  Ifabella  what  the 
world  calls  a  polite  education,  and  placed  her  in  the 
firfl  circles  of  company  in  N.  Y. — in  other  words, 
into  the  paths  which  lead  to  ruin,  and  eternal  woe ; 
trained  my  child  for  deflruXion,  and  put  her  in  the 
high  road  to  ruin.  What  will  moHof  the  parents 
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in  this  city  have  to  anfwer,  when  fnmmoned  before 
the  great  white  throne,  for  the  manner  in  which  fons 
and  daughters  have  been  ufliered  into  life.  Alas  1 
poor  things !  fcarce  poffible  they  Ihould  be  faved ! 
fafhlon  is  followed  even  in  the  choice  of  churches  ; 
from  what  quarter  fliall  the  truths  of  religion  reach 
their  ears  ;  and  if  haply  they  hear  the  found,  how 
fliall  it  find  admittance  in  hearts  entirely  given  up 
to  the  world,  and  its  deluflve  pleafures.  For  my 
part,  I  tremble  for  the  old  and  the  young,  when  I 
take  a  view  of  the  upper  walks  in  life,  and  the  thou- 
fands  who  are  influenced  by  their  examples ;  the 
abufe  of  time,  wealth,  and  influence,  are  awful 
confiderations— thefe  are  the  talents  that  will  be  re¬ 
quired  of  us  with  interell.  To  apply  the  money 
given  to  plays,  balls,  drefs,  and  fumptuous  furni¬ 
ture,  to  the  relief  of  the  indigent,  and  furnifli  the 
fliivering  inhabitants  of  fome  wretched  dwelling, 
with  comfortable  fires  for  them  and  their  little  ones, 
fure  would  give  more  heart-felt  plcafure,  than  any 
of  thefe  idle  gratifications  can  confer.  I  w'ould  en¬ 
joy  both,  faid  MeliflTa :  while  there  is  one  fellow- 
creature  within  your  knowledge  in  circumftances 
of  didrefs,  that  you  might  relieve,  by  flaying  from 
a  play,  you  cannot  without  guilt  partake  in  that 
amufement.  Be  jufl  to  yourfelf,  throw  off  the  foppe¬ 
ries  of  drefs,  and  give  your  luperfluities  away ; 
ceafe  to  do  evil — learn  to  do  well,  and  God  will 
come. — Tell  me,  art  thou  not  almofl  perfuaded  to  be 
a  Chriflian,  faid  Ifabella,  with  a  foft  perfuafive 


.■Of  .  ; 
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contagion,  and  bad  efl'eflof  example  to  be  lament¬ 
ed  ;  how  many  has  it  led  to  cverlafting  ruin.  The 
good  people  who  were  invited  to  dinner,  now  came 
into  the  room,  and  Melifla  and  Theodore  got 
lip;  they  were  warmly  prelTed  by  all  parties  to  ftay, 
but  Melifla  fuppofed  fhe  could  not  difpcnfc  with 
fome  engagements,  and  making  a  courtefy,  with¬ 
drew. 

Wlien  they  were  feated  in  the  carriage,  why  Mc- 
Jifla,  faid  Theodore,  did  you  tear  me  away  from  the 
belt  company  I  ever  was  in  ?  I  tear  you  away — I  am 
furprized  you  Ihould  fay  fo,  I  am  fure  I  fliould  ve¬ 
ry  gladly  have  left  you  behind ;  but  you  fat  like 
a  llatuc — I  believe  the  found  of  your  voice  was  never 
heard  ;  indeed  faid  he,  I  was  over-awed  by  fuperior 
goodnefs,  and  never  was  fo  fmall  in  my  own  eyes. 
I  wondered  for  my  part  you  had  fhe  courage  to 
fay  as  much  as  you  did.  Had  I  fat  as  you,  we 
fliould  have  been  a  fmgular  company. — Ifabella  I 
thought  looked  like  an  angel ;  Meiilfa,  how  did  you 
fee!,  iihcn  flic  fpoke  with  fuch  animation  on  the 
fubject  of  her  cliange  ?  I  w'as  all  eye,  all  ear,  and 
could  not  fpare  a  moment  to  call  a  look  on' any 
other  objeef  ;  upon  my  word  faid  Meliffa  you  im¬ 
prove  in  gallantry ;  excufe  me  my  dear  coufin,  I 
0 

mean  not  to  ofi'end  you  ;  w  hy  to  tell  the  truth'faid 
Melifla,  I  was  taken  up  as  much  as  you ;  there  was 
foracthing  in  Ifabclla’s ,  manner  I  never  difeovered 
before,  and  I  could  with  difficulty  at  times  reflraia 
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my  tears,  her  eye  feemed  to  penetrate,  and  I  thought 
jhe  faw  all  my  follies  at  one  view ;  fhe  is  a  pious 
girl,  and  1  fhall  ever  love  her.  And  her  mother, 
laid  'i'heodore,  how  placid — how  fv/eet — how  fim- 
ple  her  manners — her  attire,  her  words,  her  looks, 
all  fay  I  ■  am  on  the  wing  for  eternity,  and  am 
loofened  from  fublunary  attachments.  - 


I  have  always  loved  and  refpciEled  her,  replied 

*  4 

Melifla,  and  have  thought  I  would  give  the 

world  if  Mamma  was  jufl;  like  her  ;  for  I  do  think 

that  religion  becomes  old  age  very  much — and  I  am 

fure  it  becomes  youth  ;  I  dare  not  tell  on  which 

fide  the  fcale  turned,  while  I  was  comparing  you 

and  Ifabella ;  indeed  I  have  fallen  in  love  with 

fimplicity,  and  know  not  if  I  fliall  ever  admire  a 

falhionable  fine  lady  again.  Not  till  the  next  af- 

fembly,  replied  MehiTa.  -  I  dont  know  that  I  fhall 

ever  go  to  another. — You  furprize  me,  this  is  fiid- 

den,  but  perhaps  you  are  going-  to  qualify  your- 

felf  for  a  vifitant  to  Mr.  Leeds.  I  fliould  be  moff 

% 

happy  in  fuch  a  qualification,  and  have  many  thanks 
to  make  my  dear  coufin,  for  this  agreeable  intro*, 
duftion,  of  which  I  fhall  certainly  avail  myfeU. 
The  carriage  now  flops  at  Meliffa’s  heufe,  fhe  hur¬ 
ried  to  her  chamber  to  drefs  for  dinner,  and  Theo¬ 
dore  returned  home  thoughtful,  and  his  mind  full^^ 
occupied  with  the  'occurrences  of  the-'morning  ' 

\  »  c  • 

At  dinner,  where  a  large  company  were  affembled, 
MelilTa  related  feme  of  the  converfation  that  paffed 


300 


THE  EXPERIENCED 


between  Mr.  Leeds  and  herfelf.  The  conelufion 
drawn,  was,  that  Mr.  Leeds  was  a  deceived  man, 
and  that  he  ought  never  to  be  forgiven  for  train¬ 
ing  up  fo  fine  a  girl  as  his  daughter  in  fo  obfeure  a 
manner.  Melifia  infifted  that  the  old  people  were 
the  full  charafters  in  point  of  dignity  ihe  had  ever 
met  with,  that  religion  wore  in  them  a  beautiful  and 
benign  afpe£l,  that  invited,  while  it  awed  ;  that  as 
to  Ifabella,  file  was  quite  captivating,  and  looked 
as  pure  as  the  hew  fallen  fnow.  I  think,  faid  Me- 
lifia’s  mother,  I  fliould  have  much  to  anfwer  for, 
had  I  given  you,  my  dear,  as  few  advantages  as 
poor  Ifabella.  Indeed,  Mamma,  you  would  be  of 
a  different  opinion,  v/as  you  to  hear  Mr.  Leeds  on 
that  fubjeft  ;  he  made  .ne  feel  very  folemn  when  he  • 
fpokc  of  a  fafhionable  education;  and  how  im- 
poflible  for  parents  to  acquit  themfelves  before  the 
eternal  judge. 

This  lall  obfervation  threw  a  damp  on  the  con- 
verfation.  A  long  paufe  enfued :  truth  is  com¬ 
manding,  and  there  are  moments  when  it  will  be 
heard.  But  foon  a  new  fubjedi  was  ftarted  entirely 
foreign,  and  thus  ended  dinner. 

In  the  evening,  another  fet  of  company  drove 
every  ferious  impreflion  from  MelilTa’s  heart.  After 
chatting  and  laughing  away  the  precious  moments 
of  fo  fhort  a  life,  at  ten  the  giddy  triflers  went  to 
their  refpective  homes,  and  Melifla  fat  down  to  the 
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harnficord,  to  pais  the  tedious  hour  till  bed-time, 
played  a  few  tunes  for  Papa  and  Tnaiunia,  drauh  a 
■glaf's  of  wine,  cat  a  piece  cf  cake,  warmed  her  feet 
at  the  fire ;  and  then  ringing  the  bell  for  candles, 
each  moved  to  their  different  apartments,  and  got 
to  bed  without  once  bending  the  knee  in  thankful 
adoration  to  tlte. bountiful  Donor  of  all  the  mercies 
,they  were  thefubjeds  of..  After  hlelilfa’s  firll  naj), 
illic  awoke  full  of  conflcniation  and  dread.  She 
dreaffted  her  friend  .  Ilabelia  appeared  to  her  in 
fhining  white ;  that  flte  had  the  look  and  manner  of 
.an .  inhabitant  of  light;  that  flie  came  up  to  her 
with  a  hurried  ftep,  and  taking  her  hand,  profefled 
for  her  the  tenderelt  attachment.  I  am  come  once 
more,  faid  fhc,  tobefcech  you  to  break  off  from  your 
vain  amufements,  and  gay  companions ;  cad  them 
all  away,  my.  dear’Melifla,  or  you  arc  undone  for 
ever. — Cruel  Ifabella !  why  do  you  thus  alarm  and 
terrify  me  ;  what  haye  I  done,  to'  deferve  eternal  pu- 
nifhment  ?— You  are  unpardoned,  unwafhed  ;  you 
are  yet  in  your  fins,  and  God  out  of  Chrift  is  a 
confuming  fire.:  he  is  fo  pure,  fo  holy !  he  could 
not  fave  you  if  he  would  without  fpririkling.  There 
IS  yet.an  open  door — there 's  yet  a  covert  to  fly  to— 
and  I  am  fent  .to  warn  you.r — Behold  this  caudle ; 
mark  how  near,  its  .diffolution  it  is— there  is  not 
time  for  hefitation.or  debate— -cry  for  mercy,  it  may 
yet  be  found.'  Copie  with  me,  and  I-  will  conduft 
you  to  the  houfe.  of  prayer :  .cad  in  your  lot  with  the 
people  of  God,  and  lofe  not  a  moment with  this 
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{he  thought  Ifabelia  took  her  hand,  and  flew  with 
her  through  the  ftieets,  and  they  went  in  together 
to  a  Church.  Here  flie  heard  for  the  firft,  preach¬ 
ing  thait  made  her  uneafy^  but  on  coming  out,  flie 
found  a  chariot  waiting  at '  the  door ;  two  young 
gentlemen  looking  for  her — through  the  croud  fhe 
lofl  fight  of  her  guardian  Ifabelia,  and  getting  in  the 
carriage,  when  it  ftopt  at  fhe  door  of  her  owm  heufe, 
file  awoke.  She  lay  a  long  time  anxioufly  waiting 
the  approach  of  day,  and  if  poflible  to  lofe  the 
painful,  folemn  reflections  which  occupied  her 
whole  foul.  She  arofe  feme  time  before  her  ufual 
hour,  thoughtful,  and  deeply  concerned  at  this 
uncommon  dream.  Many  reflections  occupied  her 
mind  wdth  refpe£t  to  repenting  and  giving  up  the 
world  ;  Ifabella’s  winning  looks,  and  earneft  man¬ 
ner,  again,  and  again  prefented  themfelves  to  her 
imagination,  and  feemed  to  fay  come  my  deareft 
friend,  feek  with  me  the  kingdom  of  heaven — but 
the  devil  ahvays  fuggefted — it  is  but  a  dream,  and 
why  fliould  you  exchange  fubftantia.l  happinefs,  for 
imaginary  evils  ;  you  are  in  high  health,  and  may 
with  propriety,  look  forward  to  length  of  days,  and 
as  great  a  proportion  of  felicity  as  generally  falls  to 
the  lot  of  mortals.  But  (hould  Mr.  Leeds  be  right, 

I  am  in  a  fearful  ftate.  Look  around,  and  fee,  who 
is  on  his  fide  ?  was  he  not  yefterday  univerfally  con¬ 
demned  by  feme  of  the  mod  fenfible  meii  in  the 
•date.  If  he  is  in  the  way  to  heaven,  I  do  not  know 
one  of  my  extenfive  acquaintance,  his  family  ex- 
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reptcd,  but  are  in  the  dire£l  contrary  path.  I  will 
not  give  way  to  fuch  confined  notions  of  the  Deity. 
Poor  dear  Melifla  !  had  you  confulted  your  Bible, 
inftcad  of  reafoning  with  your  foul’s  enemy,  you 
would  have  feen,  that  broad  is  the  way  that  leads 
to  deftriiftion  ;  and  narrow  the  path’  in  which  the 

Chriftian’s  journey. 

cr*  be  continued, 'y  *0/1  ^ 


True  Religion  dijlinguijlied  from  Faife. 

(Continued  from  pagt  i75»j  ^ 

I^T  mufl.be  allowed,  that  there  is  too  much  truth 
in  thefe  complaints. — We  abound  with  learned 
and  ingenious  difeourfes  on  the  extent  and  obliga¬ 
tions  of  natural  religion,  ideal  fitnefles  and  rela¬ 
tions  of  things,  rather  to  amufe  than  amend  the 
age,  and  bring  us  no  nearer  to  true  chriftianity  than 
any  hypothefis  in  natural  Philofophy :  fuch  airy 
fpeculations  have  always  proved  too  weak  a  founda¬ 
tion  for  praftical  piety  ;  they  want  both  folidity  and 
authority.  It  is  an  unpardonable  error  in  moH  of 
thefe  writers,  that  they  confider  human  nature,  as 
ftanding  in  the  ability  of  a  perfeil  freedom,  and 
therefore  inftead  of  leading  the  foul  to  God  in  an 

humble  acknowledgment  of  its  natural  impotence 

<• 

and  corruption,  that  he  may  help  and  Heal  it,  with" 
renewing  and  fan^lifying  grace  ;  they  addrefs  them- 
felves  to  a  fuppofed  fufficiency  in  man  ;  crying  cut, 
do  this  and  live  :  tho’  where  he  may  find  ftrength  to' 
do  it,  they  Ihew  not :  thus  they  turn  the  covenant 


of  grace,  into  a  covenant  of  works,  and  fend'us  to 
the  law  for  jnftification ;  they  make  reafon,  unen¬ 
lightened  reafon,.  our  guide,  and  free  will  our 
flrength,  and  fo  lay  other  foundation  than  that 
which  is  laid  in  the  gofpel  of  Chrift.  The  focial 
virtues,'  and  relative  duties  mull  be  urged,  and 
urged  home  too,  for  they  confefTedly  make  a  confi- 
derable  part  of  our  bufinefs  here  ;  but  then  if  we 
write  to  chriftians,  let  us  confider  them  in  their  ne- 
ceflary  connection  w  ith  gofpel  principles  ;  let  us  re- 
prefent  them  as  only  acceptable  to  God  in  Chrift, 
when  founded  upon  a  found  conveffion’  generated 
by  a  living  faith,  and  accompanied  with  humanity, 
and  the  love  of  God  :  in  a  word,  they  muH  be 
chrillian  graces  exemplified  in  practices  and  wrought 
in  us  by  the  influence  of  the  holy  Spirit,  otherwife 
they  cannot  be  called  chrillian  but  natural  morali¬ 
ty,  mere  civil  virtues,  ufeful  indeed  in  the  prefent 
fyftcin  of  things,  but  void  of  all  relation  to  the  di¬ 
vine  life  and  kingdom  of  heaven. 

Another  method  of  ■  treatinj:  dlvinitv,  too  much 
In  ufc  with  fome,  is  that  which  confifts  in  curious 
and  needlefs  fpeculatlons  on  the  external  evidence 
of  chrlllianity,  and  in  dry  appeals  to  natural  rea¬ 
fon  for  the  credibility  of  it:,  thus  to  hear  it  very 
elaborately  proved  that  "yefas ,Chr\Jl  was -no  impof- 
tor,  and  that  his  religion  is  an  inflitution  that  chal¬ 
lenges  the  aflent  of  every  rational  enquirer  :  to  be 
entertained  W'ith  nice  difquifitlons  on  the  nature  of 
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miracles,  in  order  to  lhewthat  the  apoftles  did  not 
do  them  by  any  art  of  Legerdemain^  nor  yet  by 
diabolical  conguration ;  to  hear  it  made  very  plain, 
that  they  were  down-right  honeft  men,  and  that  it 
is  not  at  all  likely  that  they  had  any  intention  to  dc^ 
ceive  us  in  what  they  have  related,  &c.  &c.  How¬ 
ever  fuch  kind  of  reafoning  may  be  allowed  to  take 
place  in  refelHng  the  cavils  of  infidels,  and  putting 
to  filence  the  ienorance  of  fuch  foolifh  men  as  flart 
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fuch  foollfli  objedions ;  yet  this  way  of  proof  from 
the  pulpit,  is  inept  and  futile,  and  fo  far  from  ad- 
miniftering  grace  to  the  hearers,  or  helping  to  build 
titem  up  in  the  faith,  that  it  rather  ferves  to  fuggefl 
matter  of  doubting  in  things  whereof  they  made  no 
queftion  before.  Curious  enquiries  in  religion  of 
late  years,  in  many  inftances,  have  been  carried  to 
a  great  length  of  fanciful  indulgence,  giving  birth 
to  many  unprofitable  queftions,  and  has  been  fo 
far  from  anfwering  any  pretended  ufefulnefs,  in  re- 
prefling  the  fpirit  of  infidelity  amongft  us,  that  it 
has  greatly  increafed  under  it ;  which  proves  that 
thefe  are  not  the  weapons  that  are  mighty  through 
God,  to  the  pulling  down  the  ftrong-holds  of  un¬ 
belief,  and  to  make  converts  to  the  gofpel  of 
Chrift. 

Whither  will  the  affeflation  of  novelty,  this  itch 
of  faying  or  hearing  fome  new  thing',  carry  us  ?  And 
how  long  (hall  we  go  on  to  gratify  the  corrupt  taftc 
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of  a  vain  age,  which  feeks  only  amufement  in  read¬ 
ing  ?  Is  it  not  high  time  to  engage  the  attention  of 
mankind  on  the  fide  of  folid  and  important  truths, 
to  take  leave  of  our  polemical  and  conjedural  di¬ 
vinity,  and  no  longer  deal  out  of  that  light  bread, 
which  fatisfieth  not  ?  We  have  now  of  a  long  time 
been  fpcaking  to  the  head,  according  to  the  rudi¬ 
ments  of  this  world,  and  in  the  way  that  man’s 
wifdom  teacheth,  and  we  find  the  world  neither  the 
wifer  nor  the  better  for  it.  Let  us  then  lay  the  axe 
to  the  root,  and  level  our  ftrokes  at  the  heart, 
break  open  the  fountains  of  its  corruption,  un¬ 
cover  the  hidden  myflery  of  iniquity  in  the  inw'ard 
parts,  (hew  men  their  horrid  apoftacy  from  God  in 
the  very  efience  of  their  fallen  nature,  and  bring 
them  to  the  loathing  themfelves  by  the  fight  of  their 
vilenefs,  wTetchednefs,  and  finfulnefs,  till  they  are 
forced  to  cry  out  with  the  Leper — unclean,  unclean ! 
In  this  part  of  our  miniftry,  the  law  of  Cod  does 
its  office,  by  holding  forth  a  glafs,  that  expofes  to 
full  view  our  nakednefs  and  ihamc,  fliewing  how 
we  have  joined  actual  to  original  fin,  and  fo  added 
iniquity  unto  Iniquity  ;  here  confcience  is  taught  to 
plead  guilty,  and  we  are  brought  to  fubferibe  to  the 
equity  of  our  own  condemnation,  and  to  juftify 
God  in  the  execution  of  the  fentence  !  The  pride 
of  man’s  glory  being  tlius  ftained  with  difgrace,. 
and  bis  haughtinefs  laid  low  by  ihefe  and  fuch 
like  humbling  convidiona,  the  foul  begins  to  feel 
its  need  of  a  Redeemer,  and  the  mind  is  prepared 


thoufand  arguments  of  a  metaphyfical  texture,  .or 
the  moft  perfuafive  eloquence  of  man.  A  fountain 
open  for  fin  and  for  uncleannefs  in  the  fide  of  a 
crucified  Saviour — ^The  offers  of  pardon  and  peace 
from  a  God,  willing  to.bc  reconciled  to  his  rebels  in 
the  Son  of  his  love — A  free  tender  of  falvation  to 
poor  loft  finners. — ^Thefe  are  truths  which  recom¬ 
mend  themfelves-  emphatically — they  ftand  in  no 
need  of  help  from  human  learning  to  fct-  them  off 
nay,  they  are  fubjefts  which  would  fuffer  diminution' 
from  the  m^  pompous  ftrains  of  rhetoric.  The 
heart  molified  by  grace  arid  a  tender  fenfibility  of 
its  fin  and  danger,  exults  at  the  found  of  thefe 
glad  tidings,  like  the  child  in  the  womb  of  EUzalieth 
upon  the  falutation  of  Mary  ;  it  is  wdllmg  and  de- 
firous  to  be  faved  in  God’s  own  v'ay,  and  therefore 
confers  not  with  flefh  and  blood  about  the  means  or 
the  myftery  ;  it  bbjefts  not  with  Nicodemm. — Hoid 
can  thefe  things  be  ?  But  nlences  every  doubt  of  car» 
nal  reafori,  with — Lord-— If  thou  ivilt^  thou  ‘canjt 
make  me  clean.— I  believe.  Lord  !  help  thou  mine  ure^- 
belief  In  this  obedience  of  faith  under  grace,  the' 
foul  no  longer  makes  refiftance  to  the  drawings  of 
the  Father  to  the  Son,  and'fo  receives  the  fpirit  of 
adoption  ;  for  as  many  as  receive  him,  ( Chrifl )  ta 
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and  ruling  with  his  Sceptre  of  righteoufnefs  in  the 
hidden  man  of  the  heart,  there  doing  the  office  of 
a  refiner’s  fire,  and  fuller’s  foap,  by  cleanfing  us  from 
inward  pollution,  and  purifying  us  unto  himfelf  a 
peculiar  people  zealous  of  good  works,  and  making 
us  partakers  of  his  own  divine  nature. 

Here  we  take  a  double  view  of  Gofpel  Salvation, 
tIz.  as  it  Hands  both  in  the  hiftory  and  in  the  myf- 
tery.  In  the  former  is  fully  exhibited  to  us  Cbrijl^ 
the  Lamb  of  God  llain,  and  offered  up  a  facrifice 
for  the  fins  of  the  whole  world,  and  raifed  again  for 
our  juftification  :  herein  is  characterized  that  juft 
one  who  fulfilled  all  righteoufnefs,  and  fatisfied  all 
juftice  for  man,  by  his  aftive  and  pallive  obedience ; 
the  Prince  of  peace  reconciling  God  unto  the  world 
by  the  blood  of  the  crofs ;  the  perfect  pattern  of 
immaculate  purity  and  holinefs  fetting  an  example, 
that  we  fhould  follow  his  fteps  :  in  a  word,  the 
miniftering,  the  fuffering,  dying,  and  yet  trium¬ 
phant  Saviour  of  the  world.  In  the  latter,  viz.  the 
jnyftery  of  the  Gofpel,  we  fee  how  things  inward 
anfwer  to  things  outward,  as  face  to  face  in  a  glafs, 
by  a  correfponding  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in 
our  fouls.  Thus  we  are  baptized  into  his  fufferings, 
and  made  conformable  to  his  death  by  the  energy  of 
divine  grace,  flaying  in  us  the  body  of  fin,  and 
crucifying  the  world  to  us,  and  us  unto  the  world : 
purfuant  to  this,  we  are  rifen  again  with  Chrift 
unto  newnefs  of  life,  by  the  quickning  power  of  his 
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rcfuireftibn ;  in  like  manner  as  Chrift  was  in  his 
outw  ard  office  the  Minifter  of  reconciliation  between 
God  and'us, fb  is  he  lliled  the  fame  by  his  Spirit  dwel¬ 
ling  in  us  :  “  If  being  enemies  v/e  were  reconciled 
by  his  death,  how  much  more  lhall  we  be  faved  by 
his  life  j”  i.  e.  by  the  life  of  Chrill  manifefted  in 
lis,  which  the  Apoftle  calls,  f/je  riches  cf  the  glcrf 
(or  exceeding  rich  glory)  of  the  myjiery  of  the  pfpeU 
viz.  Chrift  in  us^  the  -hope  of  glory-  And  as  our 
peace'  is  aferibed  to-  the  blood  of  the  crofs,  io  is  a 
peace  of  conicience  to  the  cleanfing  blood  or  life- 
giving  virtue  of  an  inward  and  fpiritual  fprinkling  : 
thus  all  righteoufnefs  and  peace  are  fulfilled  both  ex¬ 
ternally  and  internally,  and  Chrift  is  made  unto  ns 
complete  redemption. 

•  4  ^ 

Were  it  not  that  we  are  in  general  fo  much  ac- 
cuftomed  to  think  and  fpeak  of  Religion  only  as 
fomething  without  us,  or  as  fomething  to  be  done 
by  us,  w^e  Ihould  readily  fubferibe  to  the  following 
truths  delivered  by  the  Rev.  J.  Arndt,  in  his  bode- 
of  True"  Chriftianity,  ch.  vi.  “  Foralmuch  as  the 
fubftance  of  the  Chriftian  Religion  confifts  in  our 
regeneration,  or  the  fpiritual  renovation  of  the  mind,  • 
it  was  the  will  of  God,  that  thofe  things  which 
fhould  be  tranfafted  in  man  fpiritually  and  by  faith, 
fhould  be  alfo  outwardly  fet  forth  in  w'ritjng’,  arid  in 
'  the  words  of  feripture  :  for  fmcc  the  W ord  is  the 
feed  of  God  in  us,:  it .  is  neceffiary  that  it  ihould 
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fpring  up  and  bring  forth  fpiritual  fruit  in  us  :  by- 
faith  muft  that  be  effefted  within  us,  which  the 
fcripture  declares  in  the  letter  without  us :  if  this 
cffecl  doth  not  follow,  then  it  is  plain,  that  the  w'ord 
is  unto  me  a  dead  feed,  and  an  .embryo  dellitute  of 
life  and  motion :  hence  in  faith  ai^  in  fpirit  I  ought 
to  talle  and  to  fee  the  truth,  of  the  fcriptures  ;  for 
when  God  manifefted  his  will  therein,  he  did  not 
defign  that  it  Ihould  be  buried  in  paper  and  in  ink,- 
but  that  m  faith  and  in  fpirit  it  Ihould  fpring  and 
grow  up  in  us  to  another  man,  even  a  new  and  in¬ 
ward  man :  the  reafon  is,  bccaufe  all  is  to  be  ful¬ 
filled  and  performed  in  faith  and  in  fpirit,  whatfo- 
ever  the  fcriptures  do  outwardly  teach.'*  He  then 


goes  on  to  exemplify  this  truth  in  many  particulars, 
and  concludes  as  follows  :  “  The  fum  of  all  is, 
the  holy  fcriptures  doth  outwardly  bear  witnefs  to 
all  thofe  things,  which  by  faith  ought  to  be  fulfilled, 
in  man  :  they  deferibe  that  kingdom  of  God  in  the 
letter,  which  mud  receive  its  accomplilhment  in  the 
fpirit ;  it  deferibes  Chrift  from  without,  who  mull 
lire  within  me  by  faith  ;  it  deferibes  Adam  in  hk 
fall  and  reftoration,  which  I  mull  find  in  myfelf ; 
it  deferibes  the  new  Jerufalem,  the  new  birth,  the 
new  creature,  all  which  I  mull  have  fomc  experience 
of,  or  elfe  the  fcripture  will  profit  me  nothing  :  now 
tills  is  all  of  faith,  it  is  the  work  of  God,  and  the 
kingdom  of  God  in  our  hearts.”  Chrillianity  thus 
confidcred  in  a  fpiritual  view,  and  confcquently  in 
its  true  relation  and  benefit  to  the  foul  of  man. 
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comes  reprefentcd  in  a  way  fuitable  to  its  dignity 
and  ufcfulnefs,  and  is  properly  diftinguilhed  from 
ihat  ideal  or  external  thing,  which  fo  commonly 
ufurps  its  name ;  making  known  to  all  men,  that 
the  perfedion  of  that  religion  which  bringeth  falva* 
tion,  confifts  not  in  notion  or  fpeculation,  but  in 
fpirit  and  in  truth  ;  not  in  form,  but  in  power  ;  not 
in  opinion  called  orthodoxy,  or  in  bodily  cxercifes, 
but  in  experience  and  in  change  of  nature ;  and 
that  no  creeds  nor  fyftems  of  divinity,  no  particular 
fchemes  or  modes  of  worlhip,  have  any  other  excel¬ 
lence  or  help  in  them  for  us,  than  as  they  ufe  proper 
means  to  cherilh  the  life  of  God  in  the  foul  of  man. 

The  Rev.  W.  Law^  in  fome  of  his  excellent 
treatifes,  has  explicated  the  dodrine  of  the  new 
birth,  with  uncommon  penetration,  and  Ihewcd 
with  great  folidity,  that  the  whole  of  our  falvatioit 
Is  grounded  in  it,  and  rifes  from  it :  he  has  with  a 
convincing  fagacity,  refcued  this  moft  important 
myftery  of  our  redemption  from  the  errors  of  par¬ 
ticular  fyftems,  and  the  learned  ignorance  of  verba! 
critics,  opened  the  nature  of  original  ftn  thro’  the 
fall  in  fo  rational  and  fatisfying  a  manner,  as  fully 
juftifies  this  dodrine  of  fcripture,  againft  the  moft 
acute  objedions  of  cavilling  infidels :  and  at  the 
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rcfpe^  to  man  ;  even  that  horrid,’  dark,  anguilhing 
ftate  of  his  foul,  which  in  its  proper  condition  and 
nature  as  fe{k;rated  from  the  divine  life  and  images 
and  which  only  can  be  reftored  by  a  birth  of  the  Son 
of  God  in  its  inmoil  elTence,  and  fo  becoming  a  cen¬ 
tral  fource  of  light  and  meeknefs,  of  love  and  joy 
therein. — From  this  explanation  of  the  doftrine  be¬ 
fore  us,  the  gracious  method  of  our  redemption  by 
Jefus  Chriil  in  the  way  of  our  union  with  him,-  and 
receiving  a  divine  nature  from  him,  prefents.itfclf 
as  the  foie  pollible  remedy  of  man’s  mifery,  the  only 
conceivable  ground  of  his  falvation  :  it  fets  forth 
God’s  love  to  all  without  partiality,  in  proving  a 
Saviour  for-  all  under  every  difpenfation ;  and  re- 
prefents  Jefus  Chriil  as  that  Saviour  in  the  moil  in¬ 
timate  relation  to  us  that  can  be,  even  as  that  quick- 
ning  fpirit,  which  is  the  foul’s  true  and  only  happy  life* 

ITo  be  co7ititiued,'\ 


Detached  Thoughts. 


Merit  is  often  an  obilacle  to  promotion,  both  iri 
Church  and  State— and  the  reafon  is,  becaufe  it  al¬ 
ways  produces  bad  effeds,  envy,  and  fear.— -Envy 
in  thofe  who  cannot  rife  to  the  fame  degree  of  per- 
fedion,  and  fear  in  thofe  who  are  eilabliihed  ;  and 
w  ho  dread,  that  by  advancing  a  man  of  more  ability 
and  merit  than  themfelves,  they  may  be  fupplanted. 

An  excellent  rule  of  living  happy  in  Society,  is, 
never  to  concern  one’s  felf  with  the  affairs  of  others. 
— Under  the  pretention  of  being  ufeful,  people  of¬ 
ten  Ihew  more  curiofity  than  aftedion. 
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The  Gift  of  the  Spirit. 

WHAT  is  dearer  to  God  the  Father^  than  his 
only  Son  ?  And  what  diviner  blefling  has 
he  tp  beftow  upon  men  thaii  his  holy  Spirit?  Yei 
has  he  given  his  Son  for  us,  and  by  the  hands  of 
his  Son  he  confers  his  blelTed  Spirit  oh  us.  Jefua 
having  received,  of^he  Father  the  promife  of  the 
Spirit,  flied  it  Forth  on  men.  Ads  ii.  3  3. 

.  How  the  wohderous  dodrine  of  the  blelTed  Tri¬ 
nity  (bines  through  the  whole  of  our  blelTed  religion, 
and  (beds  a  glory,  upon  every  part  of  it !  Here 
is  God  the  Father,  a  King  of  infihite  riches  and 
glory,  has  conftituted  his  beloved  Son  the  High- 
tfdifurer  of  heaven,  and  the  holy  Spirit  is  the  dii 
vine  and  inetfimable  treafure.  What  amazing  doc- 
trines  of  facfed  loVc  are  written  in  our  Bibles  ! 
What  myileries  ‘of  mercy,  what  miracles  of  gloi^ 
are  thefe  !  Our  bbldeil  dellres  and  moft  raifed 
hopes,  diird  never  aiih  at  fuch  blellings :  there  is 
nothing  in  all  nature  that  can  lead  us  to  a  thought 
of  fuch  grace. 

.  The  Spirit  was  given  by  the  Father  to  the  Son 
for  men ;  for  rebellious  and  (inful  men,  to  make 
favourites  and  faints  of  them  :  this  was  the  noble 

I  * 

gift  the  Son  received  when  he  afcended  on  high, 
Pfal.  Ixviii.  1 8'.  And  he  diftributed  it  to  grace  his 
triumph. 
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Was  it  not  a  divine  honour  which  Jefus  our  Lord 
difplayed  on  that  day,  when  tlie  tongues  of  hre  fat 
on  his  twelve  apoftles ;  when  he  fent  his  ambafia- 
dors  to  every  nation  to  addrefs  them  in  their  own 
language,  to  notify  his  accefilon  to  the  throne  of 
heaven,  and  to  demand  fubje£lion  to  his  govern¬ 
ment  ?  Wlien  he  conferred  power  upon  his  envoys 
to  reverfe  the  laws  of  nature  and  imitate  creation  ? 
To  give  eyes  to  the  blind^  and  to  raife  the  dead  ? 
All  this  was  done  by  the  Spirit  which  he  fent  down 
upon  them  in  the  days  of  Penticoft. 

But  is  this  Spirit  given  to  none  but  his  apoflles 
and  the  prime  minifters  in  his  kingdom  ?  Was  that 
rich  treafure  exhaufted  in  the  firfl;  ages  of  the  gof- 
pel,  and  none  left  for  us  ?  God  forbid  !  Every  one 
of  his  fubjeds  have  the  fame  favour  bellowed  upon 
tl'.cm,  though  not  in  the  fame  degree  :  every  hum¬ 
ble  and  holy  foul  in  our  day,  every  true  Chriftian 
is  pofi'efled  of  the  Spirit,  for  he  that  has  not  the 
Spirit  of  Chrifl  is  none  of  his,  Rom.  viii.  9.  And 
wherever  this  Spirit  is,  it  works  miracles  too ;  it 
changes  the  finner  to  a  faint,  it  opens  his  blind  eyes ; 
it  new-creates  his  nature  j  it  raifes  the  dead  to  a  di¬ 
vine  life,  and  teaches  all  nations,  to  fpeak  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  Canaan.  It  is  this  gift  of  the  Spirit 
which  the  Son  fends  down  to  us  continually  from 
the  Father,  that  is  the  original  and-fpring  of  all  thefe 
ft  range  bleflings. 
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•  The  Father  has  a  heart  of  large  bounty  to  the 
poor  ruined  race  of  Adam  i  the  Son  has  a  hand  fit 
to  be  Almoner  to  the  King  of  glory  ;  and  the  Spirit 
is  the  rich  alms.  This  blefled  donative  has  enrich¬ 
ed  ten  thoufand  fouls  already,  and  there  remains 
enoujrh  to  enrich  ten  thoufand  worlds. 


The  Father,  what  a  glorious  giver  !  the  Son,  wiiat 
a  glorious  medium  of  communication!  and  the  Spi¬ 
rit,  what  a  glorious  gift !  We  blufli  and  adore  while 
we  partake  of  fuch  immenfe  favours,  and  gratitude 
is  even  overwhelmed  with  wonder. 


O  let- our  fpirits  rejoice  In  this  blelTed  article  of 
our  religion !  and  may  all  the  temptations  that  we 
meet  with  from  men  of  reafoHj  never-,-  never  baffle 
fo  fweet  a  faith ! 


REFLECTIONS,. 

On  tile  Death  of  Young  Perfons. 

WHEN  young  perfons,.  of  proraifing  hopes. 

are  JuR  fliewn  to  the  world  and  then  hid  in 
the  grave  ;  when  they  live  long  enough  to  become 
defirable,  and  then  are  haftily  called  ofF ;  we  are 
ready  in  the  firft  paroxyfms  of  our  furprife  and 
grief,  to  charge  God  foolillily,  and  queftion  his 
wifdom,  or  at  leaft  his  goodnefs,  in  fuch  difpenfa- 
tions }  and  even  afterwards,  when  time  and  grace 


... _ _ 
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have  a  little  cooled  us,  we  recoiled  the  ftartling 
providence  with  reverence  and  godly  fear,  and  fay. 
How  unfearchable  are  thy  judgments,  and  thy  ways 
part;  finding  out !  Among  feveral  quieting  confidera- 
tions  that  are  fuggeftcd,  this  is  the  concluding 
one,  (viz.)  That  the  death  of  young  perfons  is  pe^* 
culiarly  affefting  to  furvivors. 


When  an  old  man  dies,  nobody  minds  it ;  it  is 

no  more  than  could  be  expefted  in  the  courfe  of  na- 
0  * 

ture :  he  had  lived  long  enough,  much  longer  thari 
the  generality  do,  and  then  where  is  the  wonder 
t^t  he  dies  at  lafl  ?  I  fay,  fuch  a  funeral  is  carelefsly 
attended  to,  and  prefently  forgot.  But  w’hen  a 
young  perfon  is  called  off,  efpecially  if  he  was  of  an 
amiable  difpofition,  and  one  that  promifed  fair  for 
ufefulnefs  ;  when  fuch  a  flower  fades,  when  fuch  a 
branch  w-ithers,  when  fuch  a  youth  drops,  the 
Iookers;on  are  ftartled,  and,  however  unaccuftomed 
to  ferious  meditation,  they  cannot  help  thinking 
now,  and  faying  one  to  another.  What  an  awful 
providence  -is  this !  fo  young,  and  a  little  ago  fo 
well,  and  now  dead !  who  would  have  thought  it  ? 
I  fee  dying  doth  not  go  by  age  ;  it  is  time  for  me  to 
think  about  it ;  for  how  do  I  know  but  it  may  be 
my  turn  next.  - 


CHRISTIAN’S  MAGAZINE 


For  man,  let  man  lament  !  for  high  and  low. 
Let  the  heart  fet  1,  and  let  the  modi  tear  flow  : 
J'romoncgrciitfource  we  rpring  toone  wc  lend, 
AH  have  the  rame  ori;;jnal  and  end  : 

All  now  upon  the  earth  fome  years  before, 
Wert  not, and  fameyearshcnce,\vi]l  be  no  more, 
Our  Abbot,  was  alive,  and  now  is  dead  ! 

Here  is  his  body,  but  his  foul  is  fled 
Fled  to  the  righteous  Judge,-  who  can 
Award  the  virtue,  or  thev>ceof  man. 

For  us,  poor  mortals,  to  decide  below. 

Is  pride  at  once,  and  ignorance  to  fliew. 

Yet  w'herc  tlie  heart  was  honeft,  a<5ls  w-erc  juft, 
The  word  of  God  the  guide, andClirift  the  traft; 
Where ufeful labours  for  mankind  were  borne, 
Such  as  lamented  Benjamin  did  adorn  ; 

We  humbly  may  fuppofe  the  foul  to  be 
Freed  from  the  body,  holy  Lord,  •w-iththec. 
How  are  we  taught,  O  Abbot,  to  admire, 
Thy  vaft  humility  and  hcav’nly  fire; 

That  fire,  that  fervent  humility,  which  flung 
Such  wholcfomc  lellons  from  a  round  grave 
tongue. 

How  at  thy  preaching  can  many  fay, 

Was  the  ftiil  audience  wont  to  niclt  awav  ; 
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Vice  yieUted  to  virtue,  and  repentant  moans, 
And  the  fiefh  quiver  on  the  trembling-  bones  ;• 
Red'cininof  love  the  bofom  to  controul. 

And  tluwninj^  mercy  play  upon  the  foul. 
Great  was  thy  merit,  ami  thy  lols  was  great, 
Wh  ale.vcr  clouded  hioots  may  conceit ^ 

Let  cloiidcil  bio-ots  ari;uc  all  tliey  can, 

It  is  true  piety  that  makes  the  man.  . 

Xo  heaven  alone  |)crfec^ion  doth  bel4)ng', 

Aful  this  and  that  Icnft  in  fomethlng  may  be 
'wron^'. 

Each  has  its  failing  ;  and  for  one  to  blame 

Another,  fureis  folly  in  extreme  ; 

God  knew  our  rtate,  and  that  a  jierfetd:  plan 

Of  P^cvelation  would  not  aafwcr  man  ; 

He  therefore  cliofc  to  brighten  human  ways, 

IJy  kindly  than  by  potent  rays  : 

And  while  he  opc’s  the  "olden  gates  above 

Of  joyous  reft  and  cverlafting  love  ; 

Ry  the  blefled  volume  of  revealed  grace 

At  liberty  he  leaves  the  human  race  ; 

To  the  main  points  ref})e<5tive  ways  to  find 

And  fix  the  manner  as  they  have  a  mind.. 

From  every  people  his  fcle<ft  he  draws, 

Who  own  a  Saviour,  and  obey  his  laws. 

# 

No  Platter  how  they  differ  in  the  mode, 
Provided  Itill  they  feek  the  bleft  abode  ; 

Go  worthy  Spirit,  worthy  Abbot,  go, 

Go  to  tjje  field,  where  pleaiure  ever  flow  ; 
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Well  havino  part  the  dreary  vail  of  ftiifc, 

Ge>  to  the  regions  uf  eternal  life, 

Hefet  with  doubts,  and  perils  all  around, 

We  yet  awhile  may  tread  on  hoftile  o  round. 
Forever  Iiappy,  would  w'c  fare  like  tliee, 

From  troubles  didant,  and  from  dangers  free, 

SOL- 

•  0/Jf  day  as  he  idxs  preaching  again/}  a  particular  fin ^  he 
faid  it  may  be  that  even  IS'hfder  has  been  committed  by  forne  in 
this  Congregation,  One  man  cryed  out,  I  avi  the  very  man, 
I  have  committed  that  fin  tvlelve  years  ago,  wcsit  backioard  to 
the  door,  and  ivithJtew  Jrosn  the  Congregation  and  vs  as  feen 
no  snore.  .  . 

•  k 

RECOVERY. 


HOW  lively  the  pleafurc  ffccccding  to  pain ! 

When  difea  c  (ays  aduc,  and  health  conies  a'^iin 
New  braces  the  limbs,  new  enlightens  the  eyes. 
And  the  .faint-bcating  heart  with  fpirits  ftipplics- 
The  mariner  when  his  rough  voyage  is  ocV, 
T^lks  over  liis  perils,  exulting  on  fhore  : 


1  he  wind  in  his  canvafs  llill  thui?dcring  he  hears. 
The  high  foaming  billows  ftill  claili  in  his  cars. 

Sj  let  me  revolve  the  long  weariioine  r.inrht. 

Of  lorrow  s  lone  room  and  forrow’s  tight 

Tire  florm  of  fierce  pain,  hot  frverr  ftroug  thirll. 


:  .r 
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And  the  bubblt  oF  life  jilft  ready  to  burfl. 

As  a  bird  manumilT’d  clFays  hh  rude  v/ings, 
Expaciatbs  in  dir,  and  a  loud  coral  fings. 
Enlarging  my  fteps  o^cr  the  fields  I  will  rove. 

And  join  the  full  choir  that  enlivens  the  grove. 
Bright  fun  how  dclightfome  I  feel  thy  warm  raj  ? 
Your  fti  cams,  ye  gay  meadows,  how  fwcet  to  furvty 
Delicious  perfume  floats  along  in  the  gale, 

Frefh  fpirics  and  force  with  each  guftliiihalc. 
Now  my  friends  I  embrace,  their  converfe  enjoy. 
My  flatioii's  great  duties  my  time,  now  employ. 
The  mind  its  accuftomM  exertions  difplayj. 

The  body,  recruited  for  labour,  obeys. 

All  praife  to  my  God,  who  in  mercy  reprieve 
A  finner  from  death,  and  his  anguilh  rclicvM ; 

To  lave  me  from  ,ruin  he  chaftenM  my  faults. 

And  to  care  for  iny  foul  awakenM  my  thoughts. 
Who,  unwilling  to  bruife  a  reptile  of  duft, 
Hisflroke  long  delays,  though  the  ftripe  would  be  juft: 
At  laft  when  he  fmites  (for  to  anger  ht^s  flow) 
With  a  fathci^s  fofc  hand  he  tempers  the  blow. 
By  him  I  revive,  with  my  juvenile  bloom; 

And  my  powers  of  thinking  new  vigour  refume. 
To  him  while  I  breathe*  devout  homage  1*11  bring 
My  portion,  my  hope,  and  my  Alhiight/  King. 


